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Put mee, I pray thee , into one of the Prieſts 
Offices, that I may eat a Piece of Bread. 
1 Sam. 2. 36. 

SIRS ! yee know,that by this Craft wee have 
our wealth. Ad. 19. 27. | 

Th our Craft is in danger to bee ſet at nought. 
Ver. 27. 

Men of Iſrael, help! AR.21.28. 
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ourteoue Reader, © . © | 

{PF Hou ' haſt here 
DoD . (in a plain and 
£22 92 familiar Dia- 
Jogue) diſcovered the car- 
ball ends, and poor ſhifts 
ff the temporizing preten- 
fed Clergy of this Nation, 
kyhoſe pretence 15 Refor- 
ation , but their maine 
 Peſigne indeed the preler- 
vation of their Pariſhes, 
| A 2 and 
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and thereby the advancing[, 
of their honour , and pro-\* 
fir. The moſt part of the. 
Presbyters Anſwers arc 
colleted out of certaine 
Sermons, or rather politi 
ticafl Le&ures and confe 
renges which 1 have hearc 
with minc-ovvn ears, anc 
the, reſt is made good ou 
of cheir praRices. It is not : 
to be conceived , that al 
the Miniſters of all the 
Pariſh- Congregations ind r 
Fneland and Wales, are puil]. 
ty of all the ſuperſtiriouJ 
and Popiſh praftices, and 
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hr + crimes and offences 
Nerein mentioned - . for 1 
goe aknowledge many to 
þc pious and conſcientious 


nen , who have not ſub- 


ited to the Biſhops 
oake , nor received the 
arke of the Beaſt:But the 
venerality of the Miniſte- 
#y being led by ſome few 


n every County ( whoſe 


JOracles are at Sim- ( olledge) 
Jare ſo ſerled on the lees 
dof their old Conformi- 
| ties and ſubſcriptions, and 
Jin the courſes which they 


J learned from their Prede- 
A 4 cellors, 
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ceſſors that they will notſbe 
ealily be removed, Norlot 
have I much hope, thatide 
any of the Ring-leaders offjan 
chis Fation , will herebyſitu 
bee brought to acknow-ſar 
ledge their errour , muchſſo! 
leſle to lay aftdetheir gain- 
full call:ngs, which make 
them Lords over theirſſt 
w hole Pariſhes, butrather $ 
expect , that ſome galled fk 
proud Parſons, Vicars, or fl 
Curates, or other inferiour jp 
Prieſts oz Deacons (as they {p 
cal ed them ) will raile a- ? 
oainſt me as one not fit to | 


g 
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Pro the Reader.  * 


Ytibee anſwered ; and, leaſt 
r} lothers ſhould hear or un- 
bh erſtand, will fill the Aire 
Und Fars of all the mulrt1- 
yItude with ſenſleſs noiſe 
-Fand. outcries in vindicati. 
on of their great Diana. 
et I doubt not but the 

iſe in heart will under- 
Wand, and ſom of the 
moſt 1 ingenuous amongſt 
the Formaliſts will atthe 
eaſt take a view of their 
/preſent condition,. and be 
Jput upon ſom ſcrious con- 
Hideration of their by-palſt 
courſes, and remember: 
SR that 
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that without Repentance, 
thoſe that receiv the mark | 
of the Beaſt, ſhall drink 3 
of the wine of the wrath | 
of God and bee tormented | 
with Fire and Brimſtone- 1 
A p0C. 1449. 10.11. 

Bur that I chiefly in- | 
tend, is to lay open to the 
plain and weaker ſort of 
Chriſtians the ſubtilties, | 
falſhoods and vain delu- # 
ſions of our pretending *? 
Church-reformers; upon | 
conſideration of all which | 
almoſt the weakeft judg- Þ 
rbnies may fee {| ſufficienc | 
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o ſatisfie them, that wee 
an never expect any 
hrough— Reformation 
hileft the Parliament 
conſults theſe men who 
arc ſo many wayes enga- 
Ioed againſt My Art at 
Iby cheir own Intereſts of 
 FHonour and Profit , the 
 $rwo main Hinges of all 
Ftheir Deſigns. 

'3 1conceiy many will be 
© ready toſay, I trouble my 
felfroo much to rake into 
| the Dung-hill of Popiſh 
7 and ſuperſtitious Ceremo-» 
{nies beeing dead ang my 
| ©, 
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ed , but therein I deſire to T i 
bee excuſed, beeing I] 
enforced thereunto by ? 
{uch as I heard defend | 
them in the Pulpit and in } 
private , ſince they were 
Damned by Ordinance of 
Parliament, The defence || 
of which ( and of others 
their Popiſh Trinkets) is 
| brought in to take away | 
the ſcandal of their Popith | 
callings from the Biſhops, 1] 
and to juſtifietheir former | 
& _ conformities, leaſt their | 
IJ Pariſhioners offended * 
{ſhould ſeek out other Pa- | 
ſtors, | 
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d { ſtors, or ( as they call it) 
> {Run co ſeparation or In. 
y | dependencie- 
l 


4 1 have one thing to 
f adde by way of requeſt to 
the Reader, which is this, 
that where hee finderh 
| any Satyrical jelts or far. 
kaſmes, ſayoring of too 
much levity or bitterneſs, 
| hee would conſider whe- 
| ther the matter occaſion- 
7 ing the ſame fromthe Pre. 
| sbyter bee not more rid1. 
| culous, (and yet it's ſuch 
1 as I have heard divulged 
7 by one or more of the 
; moſt 
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moſt learned of that ai- 


on in the Countrey where 
I live) which may in 


ſome ſort excuſe my ex- | 
preſſions, What I have | 
herein ſet forth repugnant | 
to the Truth, upon con- | 


viction, I ſhall, 1 hope, 
gladly retract. So witſh- 
ing this lictle Treatiſe may 


bee profitable to ſome,and 


hurtful to none , Reader! | 


I bidthee farewel. 
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Abrabam Bawe, f 

A, i 
U e $2 
. : Ha bh Y, 


I ©,” wma , vw, ( O' [ "OY 


ane Y*ewd Aaflkh. 


5% 8 i 4, TRE. papa nl 80A s MY WEIS ee $a _s "IP Wie. cz 
$27 on 3” 4 : . * 4 Y- 5 
A, s the” 
- » = ,” | 


 fThe AurTnoR's 
| Proteſtation. 
I Do hereby declare 
VEand proteſt in the pre. 
I/enceof AlmightieGod, 
I that I do not put forth 
| this Tratt with any in- 
tent to wvilifie or bring 
into contempt the prea- 
| ching of the bleſſed Go. 
1 bel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt after the man- 
ner of ſuch,who ſay 
1 they live above all Or- 


ances for 1 chem 
 ledg the preaching of Þ 
| the Goſpel to bee the} 
ordinary means of jal-| 
vation and that with- | 
ont preaching, ordina- | 
rilynonecan bee ſaved. 
Rom.1o. butl defire 
to diſcover thoſe buil- 
ders who refuſe or ſet 
at nought the Lord 
Chrilt and his Ordi- | 
nances, to uphold their | 
own honour and profit. 
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REFORMATION, 


SDiſcovered in a plain and fa- 
$4 miliar Dialogue between 
Philalethes and Presbyter. 


> hindering 


Gy IR, you are well met 
SR here at London, Iam glad to 
gee you, what is the reaſon you 

ook {o ſad? ' 


P.Sirr 5... 
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The Presbyterie 


Pr. Sir! I thank you, 1 am in 
health, but perplexedin minde. 

Ph. What is the news in your 
Countrie from whence-you com : 
or what is it that trouble's you ? 

Pr. There is nonews but new di- 
ſftrations both in Church , and Com- 
mon-weaith , arifing by reaſon of ol 
Errors and Hereſies countenanced 
everie where, 

Pb, What Errors and Hereſies 
do you mean 2 


Pr. They are ſo manie I cannot ca- | 
fily count all, that the Secjaries and | 


Schifmatichs of this age have broa- 
coed. 
Ph. Doyou conceive that theſe 


are the occaſion of the diltempers | 
in the Common-wea!th as well as * 


in the Churches ? 


Pr, Tea without all doubt, for the |: 
unſetledneſs of the Churc' (occaſt oned i 
by gefaries) cauſſeth the diſtemper of 
the Common-wealth , both (ympathi- "3 


Zing in each others miſerie. 


Pb. What do you think might || 
cure theſe diſtempers ? Pc. 
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F Pr. There 5 no other way of cure 
# but by ſetling Church-Government 
* with the Claſſes and Synods. 

Z Ph. How will that cure all 
* things ? 

Z Pr. x. Hereby Errors and Here- 
# fies will bee diſcountenanced , and the 
* Seftaries the broachers of them re= 
7 ftreined and puniſhed. 

* 2, None will bee admitted to the 
3 Miniſtrie but ſuch as were brought 
up at the Univerſitie, or licenced by 
the Aſſemblie. 

3. Private men will hee inforced 


to continue In their callings , and not 
and {{]o woith tho RA: Rope ()fhce :n Pm 


HEY ions Wo oi? vim 4145 142 (be, — 
pounding the Scriptures. 

4. Everie man will hee forcedto 
pay his Tythe and dues to his Mini 
ſters that thereby they may bee honoras» 
bly maintain'd. 

5. Laſtly everie one will hr ordes= 
red to keep their own Pariſh, and not 
follow Sectaries and ſeducing teach= 
ers. If theſe, and fucb libe, were logk- 
ed to and obſerved, the Church and 

Com. 
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Common-wealth would ſoon bee quiet. jj 
and the want of theſe things is the oc- | 
caſton of all the miſeries which wee lie | 
under. as well the late I arvrs as all the © 

ſad effefs thereof. 
Ph, Indeed War is an heavie 
peut, and | think I may tru- |; 
y ſay that therigid Presbyterians, 
to advance thoſe things you have { 
mentioned, and other worldly re- {| 
ſpe&s and carnal ends, have been 7? 
the occaſions thereof. F 
Pr. How can that bee ? I 
Ph, By their preaching and | 
prayings they have everie where | 
diſgraced the Parlament . ſtirred | 
up the people againſt rhe Armie, ? 
incouraged Neuters and Malig- 7? 
nants , and put the Engliſh and * 
Scot's Malignants in hope to *' 
finde a partie ſtrong enough in | 
England to deſtroie both Parla- 
ment and Armie. : 
Pr. I confeſs wee have juſtly com- 
plained againſt the Parlament and Ar- * 
mie, becauſ the one did not ſettle the # 
| Preſ=- | 
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Presbyterian-covernment, and the o= 


1 ther countenanced all Sefaries and 
* Heretichs , but wee did it not to the 


” end to deffrote the Parlament. 


Ac . 
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+ gainſtour Prajers or Preaching ? 


Ph. What ever your intents 
were, lam ſure your prad&ice was 


2 abominable , you fill'd all places 

Z with your clamors and out-cries 

2 againſt the Parlament and Armie, 

Z as the Scotch Miniſters likewiſe 

Z did, untill you and _ had con 
P 


Z jJured up more evil 


| ſpirits then 
youcould allaie. And 1am con- 


# fident, had it not been for the 
# men of your faction, who prepa- 
* red the people for a new War by 
the courſes aforeſaid, neither our 
2 conquered enemies at home, nor 


the Scots durſt have attempted 
anie more to make head apainſt 
us. 

Pr. What prejudice can the Par- 
lament or Armie receiv by the Mini- 
ſters ? It's well known wee praied for 


; them both. And what can you obje&t a- 


Ph, 


6 The Predbyterie 
Ph. I could fill a volume with | 


AY 
| 


your reproaches and evil furmiſes, # 
ſcandals diſgraces, calumnies,and # 


. 
74 
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other unſavorie matter by you * 


n 


P; 
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caſt upon the Parlament and Ar- } th 


mie in your Sermons ( for 
a taſte whereof view the book | 
called the Pulpit-Incendiarie ) |} 
and let anie man judg whether | 
this did not much alienate the | 
people's hearts from the Parla-| 
ment and Armie. And for your; 
praters for them they were for the 
moſt part like your Sermons: and 
Rill in your Sermons and praiers | 
you ſpeak of the Armie as ene-| 
INIES. | [; 

Pr. Well, it was time for the Mi- 
niſters to ſpeak and praie and deal * 
plainly with the people, when all things * 
were grown into fab confuſion and |}, 
diſorder as they 'were,far worſ then un- 7 
uer the Epiſcopal Government. $ 

Ph. I do confef, there were dil- ? 
orders, but the Churches are not | 
in ſo bad a condition as under the 
Prelacie : 


ſt 
A 
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Hindering Reformation *7 
Prelacie : for that Hierarchie was 


# Antichriſtian. 


hoy. 
; 


Pr. 1 denie that, it may bee ſom 
things injoined by the Prelates were 


/ Antichriſtian ; but not they as they 
* ſtood in the Church of England : for 


Antichriſt , whereſoever hee is deſcri« 


| Led in Scripture, #s deſcribed by his 


falſ doirine : and manie of our 
Biſhops were Orthodox men, free 
from Popiſh Errors and Hereſies. 

Ph. Tle-grant you, they might 
hold fundamental truths, andyer 
their calling bee Antichriſtian, 
for who know's not that Anti- 
chriſt is deſcribed as well by his 
power, pride,crueltie,blaſphemie, *' 
hypocrifte,and idoJatrie. as by falſ + 
Dod@rine. Rev-17.1,2,3,4, 5.& * 
18.3. & 13.236, 11. 

Ph. Well, notwithſtanding what 
you ſaie, if Epiſcopacie bad been lop- 
red, the abuſes . taken away, thoſe 
which were naught removed, and good 
men put in their rooms, wee had never 
{een theſe diſorders and confuſtons : 
for 


_—” Y The Presbyterie 


for that government, although but pru- |} 
dential (as ſom would have it ) was 
an excellent means for ſtaying the | 
growth of errours and herefies in the i 


Church. * D. 


Ph.Indeed that was the pretence j 
at firſt , but the cure was worſe ' 
then the diſeaſe ; for it proved a | 
heavie ſcourge. to the Church of | 
God, and out of that egge grew 
the Serpent, that Antichriſt the 
head of Prelacie : and I conceive 
that Government could never 
have been profitable to the Chur- 
che* of Chriſt. 

Pr. I will ſay no more of that Hie- 
rarchie, ſeeing the ſame is aboliſhed, | 
and theState hath thought fit to take it | 
away : but why is not the Chur ch. ſet- 
led 2 | 


1 Ph. -What do you mean by a 
. Church in Goſpell ſenſe ? 
 _ Pr The word CrnuRCH (beſydes: | 
the general acceptation of it ſggnifying |." 
allthe Ele hath a double ſignificgtt- : 
0. 1.Tt 's taken for aparticularCongre» | 
gation 
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pation, (o many as may or do meet to- 
ether to partake in divine Ordinan- 
es, or as wee call it aPariſh , and 
Fo the word Church # ftricly taken. 
2. But the word Church in a lar- 
per ſenſ, comprehends not onely ſuch 
' company, but alſo the ChriStians in 
# whole countrie, as Ephelus and 
Achaia, and ſo many T houſands who 
rould not poſſibly meet together in one 
þlace : yet they are called a Church. 
Act.2.41.& 21.20. 
| Ph. Time will not permit mee 
o enter into that controverhie, 
ut for mine own part I am fatis- 
ed that the Churches under the 
Goſpel are not Oecumenical, Na- 
fonal, Provincial, or Dioceſan, 
dut * Congregational , which 
,ongregational Churches ought 
conhiſt of ſo many Chritti- 
$ as may join in Chriſtian fel- 
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2* Cotton upon the 16 of Mar. ver.19, 
3 ay of Congregat.Chur. Pa, z.pa. 5 
' C Sts IPA, 20, where Parker, Ames, & 
. \Eanes arc Cited, 


ww. 
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lowſhip and communion under 
one Paſtor, who. ought to I! 


with them, and know their ſtate}! 
and condition, and apply his Mi-3x 
niſtrie anſwerably,unto them: butic 
for your greater Church and Pay 
riſh Church I acknowledg none? 
ſuch. 1 
Pr. However you think,, yet it att 
plain in that place of AQt.2+41. & 2144 
20. where the Chriſtians were man 
Thouſands ( Myriads ) they are called 
the Church,gc, Ergo &c. i 
Ph. It's evident the word Churcilja; 
applied to ſo many Thouſands agct 
you ſpeak of, is not to bee takenjo 
roperly, but tropically, and {Ft 
y a Synechdoche it may bee take 
for many Churches : or el\ fofÞ: 
part of the Catholics Churchj 
which manner of ſpeaking is uſuÞ”; 
al in 2 Scripture. But I mar" 
vell why you ſhould endeavouſ” 


c 


2 Amefius Medul. cap. 33.S 334, 52% 
_ 15.18. Cap. 39.$ 18, 20, 21, 21g . 
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er fto prove that a Church in Goſpel 
erſ} ſenſe ſhould contain more Chri- 
ate} ſtians then can convene in one 
ii4place, to partake in Divine Or- 
utidinances. 
ay Pr. ITdoet to let you know that 
nelmen of greater parts and learning 
may have more dignitie and ſuperin- 
t agtendencie , and alſo a greater reward 
214and encouragement. 
anjl Ph. So plead the Papiſts and 
ledthe politicians amongſt the ſuper- 
Iſtitious Proteſtants ( of this laſt 
rcJage,) for the Prelacy and Hierar- 
 agchy who afftirme that the Angells 
cel f the ſeven Churches of eAſia, 
ſgand Timothy and Titus, ( who 
cenfwere Evangeliſts ) were Dioceſan 
fo(Biſhops. And the fame argu- 
chinent likewiſe ſerves for mainte- 
ſyÞance of the' Biſhop of Reme his 
arpreheminencie above all other Bi- 
fhops,which,l think you will not 
— WHefend. 
'S Pr. Twill notdiſpute the right of E- 
2%F » . - +9 
ip :ſcopal government, ſeeing with w it's 
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aboliſhed , bnt you muſt admit a dif- | 
ference and degrees amongſt HMini- 
fters and Churches , or greater incon= 
veniences will fellow : for the Pa- 
riſhes which are the particular Con- 
gregations are not all of a bigneſs nor | | 
equall, and I think they are well di- E 
vided , conducing much to my pur- 

poſe. : | 
Ph. The Pope and his agents | ** 
dealt not ſo equally in that point f 
as they might have done, Its true, L 
that devotion in ſack as founded | * 
Churches, aud ſuch as gave Tythes 
to them, did it in ſuch ſort as they 
ſaw good or convenient for their 
poſteritie : but the great Lateran 
Councell at Reme, Anno 1215.held 
under Pope Innocent the third,(the 
moſt abominable conſpiracie that | p 
ever was againſt Chriſts Goſpell, 


except the Councell of Trident ) - 
took away the liberty which men ' 


before time had viz to give their 

tythes to whom they pleaſed, and | 
tyed them up to pay them to 
| their 
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ſtheir own Pariſh Prieſt, which 
| abſolutely enthralled the people, 


er @ 
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aud cauſeth that the worlt defery- 
ing have had commonly the moſt 
meanes, and this perfected the di- 


Iviſion of the Pariſhes , as now 
| they are. Look Repor. L. 2.p. 44, 
{ Parſons Laws, pa. 66. 


Pr. Feonfeſs the Pariſbes are not 
equall, but the greatef? is little enough, 
and as its well for the Church that 
they are divided, and their bounds 
known, that every Parſon , or Vicar 
may know bis owu ſheep, and the 
bounds of bis ct 

Ph, You reaſon carnally, and 
aime at earth] y reſpeCts. 

Pr. What can you alleadge againſt 
the Pariſhes ? 

Ph. I muſt tell you they are 
Popifh in their very inſtitution 
and originall : and ſome Pariſhes, 
eſpecially about London, and in 
other Cities and places are ſo po- 


{ pulous, (containing twenty thou» 
| ſandpeople, or more ) and of. 10 


E.3 huge 
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huge extents, that no Miniſter © 
the Goſpell can converſe with! 
the people of the whole Parifh, asÞt 
a man of God ought to doe: 
nor diſcharge his duty to them all! 
with a good conſcience. 
Pr. Touwould open a wide gap to 
our brethren, or rather adverſaries 
C for they are botb_) the Browniſts and 
Independems, who long to ſee our Pa- 
riſhes broken in pieces. , 
Ph. I will not ſo far enter into 
that Controverſie, as to maintain 


all things held by all men called 


by thoſe names : but this I ſay, I] 


dare pawn my life there can bee 
no Reformation whileſt the Pa- 
riſhes and Miniſtrie ſtand as they 


do,let the Goverment bee Pref- || 


byterial or Independent. 

Ph. Why ſay you ſo? 

Ph, Firſt, for the Pariſhes I told 
you before, ſome of them are fo 
vaſt in greatneſs, and populous 
that they need ten Miniſters 
where there is but one. 

Ph.I 
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of] Pr. I pgrant it, that if more means | 
ithfcould be found out to maintaine them, 
 asÞit were well there were more Mini- 
e :Iſters : but you muſt not take the Tytbes 
allifrom the Parſor,, Vicar, or Miniſter, 
| to whom They are due Jure divino, 
to] and give them to others. The Mini- 
res| ſter ought to have all the tythes of his 
nd} Pariſh, as well by the Law of God as 
a= man, and the contrary by conſequence 
# Sacriledge. 
of Ph. You cannot yet make mee 
nf believe ( though I have heard and 
dj feen it much pleaded for ) that 
I} Tythes are due to the Miniſters of 
e | the Goſpell Ture divine. 
- Pr. I doubt not but you may very 
7 | well baveheard them pleaded for as 
- | Jure divino , for the ſtreame and 
current of Antiquity runs clearly that 
way. 
| Ph. I confeſs the Papiſts gene- 
| rally hold it ; ſome of the Fa- 
| thers, and ſome of the more co- 
vetous and ſtperſtitions Prote- 
ſtants:and yet] Car. Bellar.Cont.l. t - 
B 4 Liber. 
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; de Cler. pa. 316, 317, 318. ] Cardl+al 


dinall Bellarmine and Suarez thei Pr 
Jeluite , the great Patrons of this] lat 


opinion have not agreed with 
the reſt: nor between themſelves 
what part of the Tythes the Prieſt 
or. Miniſter ought to have: nor 
whether he himſelfe ſhould haye 
all which the Priefts and Levits 
had. I would know of you why 
Tythes ſhould be due jure divine 
under the Goſpel, more then all 
other offerings and profits which 


the Prieſts had under the Law: j: 


The Tythes then were not only 
for the Prieſts, but for the Le- 
vits, the poore aud the ſtranger, 
who were more then the twelfth 
part of the people : our Miniſters 


notthe hundreth part. They did | 


bodily ſervice about the facri- 
ficing, and had garments for that 
purpoſe, which ( the formuliſts 
lay the Surplices reſembled, and 
which are condemned as ſuperſti- 
tious and Jewiſh : or rather ſince 
taken 


wi 
W 
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{taken from the Pagans. The 
ef Prieſts and Levits might buy no 
is land in Canaan, boat: be content 
hIwith the portions. and Cities 
$I which God gave them. Theſe Je- 
th wiſh Ordinances are aboliſhed, 
r{and: the Priefthood is changed. 
ej Our Minifters are content to leave 
$j the killing of beaſts and doing of 
y | ſuch ſervice, & hold it not unlaw- 
0 
[ 
1 
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full to buy Land when they can 
get Money. But they will have all 
their Tythes jure divins : whereas 
j:ihe Chriſtians-in Africa and many 
in other places paid no Tythes till 
 fafter Auguſtins time. Bellarmine, 
 } Contro. 1;. 8. de Cler. pa. 315. Pope 
| | Innocent the third brought in pai- 
; | ment of privy Tyches.(about ar- 
[20 1215.) Fox Ad. & Mon, val-1. 
Pa. 336. Col. 1. And in the difpu- 
cation at Prage upon the Articles 
of Fohn — Art. 17. its con- 
cluded that T ythes are meer alms: 
and Auguſtine and Chryſoſtom are 
| cited to the ſame purpoſe upon 
Luc. 11. B5 Pr, 
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Pr. We do not take the Tythes as 
by any judicial or Ceremoniall Law,} 
for they were payed by Abraham toJÞ* 
Melchizedech' before the Law , andJ« 
by Chriſt himſelf, and there is nothing c< 
in the new Teſtament for aboliſhing of hi 
them. | de 

Ph. I have no intent to enter} if 
into that controverſie , further} 
then to let you know , that wereſG 
it not for the upholding of the|cC 
pomp and pride of the pretendedfa 
Clergie, this could be no contro-J A 
verſie at all. For that which yoyj®% 
ſay concerning CMelchizedech and P: 
Abraham his paying Tythes- to by 
him before the Law: I conceive} - 
the Law was the ſame in ſubſtanceſj 
In tradition before it was wrigten; || © 
and without doubt Adam taught} 
his ſons to facrifice,and inſtruftedh 
them in the things appertalhin 
to the Worſhip and ſervice © 
God. Abraham gave'the tenth of 
the ſpoile ofhis enemies, andthacr| 
freely; whar' is that to the pay-|| 
+ SARAH RITA ' A ment 


' hinaering Refot 
as ment: of the Tythes of the fruit 
w,1ot the Land and increaſe of the 
to beaſts, &c. eſpecially you being 
:44no Prieſts after the order of Mel 
zo | chizedech, And touching Chriſt 
of J his paying of Tythes (which in- 
| deed I have heard inſiſted upon ) 
2x {If it betaken ina proper or Gram- 
>r| maticall ſenſe is a meer fable, for 
ref Chriſt had nothing of which he 
ef could pay Tyches, not fo much as 
dija ſmoke-penny ora garden=penny. 
-J And T do not finde he wrought 
Jany miracle to provide ought to 
pay Tythes as hedid to pay Tri- 
| bate, LETRAS '"g 
Pr. But I pray you what inconve= | 
nience would follow if Tythes ſhould 
continue to be paid as formerly under 
| that notion as due jure Diyino. - 
| Ph. Þ could tell you of, many 
evils which muſt 'of necefity. fol- 
Fl low ſuch payment of Tythes, of 
which I will give you a taſte and - 
-# Ornit the re : 1. Its a retaining of 
| part of that Law which is abo- - 
liſhed : 
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liſhed by Chriſt, Heb. 7. 11,12. If 
the Prieſthood be changed, then] 
there is a change of the Law. 2.TIc 
npholdeth a main point of Pope- 
ry, which is, that upon the ſame 
ground the Miniſters take the 
Tythes, the Pope as high Prieſt 
_ over the Clergy is to have the firſt 
fruits and tenths, and his Prelats 
their Procurations and Synodals. 
To falve up which, our State,not 
by colour of Divine Law but by | 
humane law,gave theſe renths and | 
firſt fraits to the King. 3. Hereby | 
ts condemned the praftice of all 

otherreformed Churches, as li- 
ving in a Nationall fin, where the 
Miniſters are not thus maintained 
by Tythes,which is a very uncha- 
ritable cenſure. 4. If Tythes be | 
doe jure divind, then muſt the divi- 
fion of the Parifhes be jure divino, 
elſe why may not the Tythes be 
divided to manyMinifers,as I for- | 
merly told you, and that ſome of | 
you hold: as bad as living npon.'| 
Ripends. 4 Pr. 
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Pr. 1will not reaſon with you fur- 


| ther whether Tytbes be due jure divi- 


no, you and I differ in our opinions. 
Suppoſe we ſhould take them as the al- 
lowance.of the State by humane Law, 
they are little enough to maintain the 
Miniſters,who ought to bave double ho= 
nour, the honour of reverence and the 
honour of maintenance, and we do ex- 
att of you as due to us by the Apoſtles 
rule, honourable maintenance, and not 
to live upon Alms, or as the Miniſters 
of Germany upon mean ſtipends. 

Ph, 1 confefſe. that the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel ought to live 
of the Goſpel, and to be honeſtly 
provided for, that they need not 
through want or neceſſity be in- 
cumbred with worldly bufinefle, 
but attend their Miniftery with- 


. | outdiſtra&ion: but to exa&t h&- 


nourable maintenance favours too 
much of ambition and avarice un- 
beſeeming the ſervants of Chrilt. 


| { I conceive the faichſull Miniſters 


are worthy of double honour, as 
| - Anti- 


F- '*. - F 7 F , ' 
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Antichriſt is worthy of double | 


puniſhment,not ſo much in kinde 
and number as in weight and mea- 
ſare. And if that will not content 
yau, | aficm you are unlike to the 
Apoſtles of our Lord, and the Mi- 
niſters of the primitive times, and 
ſavour of the leaven of Popery : : 
as the Miniſters did in theend of 
the thirdang inthe fourth Centu= 
ries after Chriſt, who ſtrove for 
honour and dignity untill Anti- 
chriſt came to his height. And up- 
on what I now hear from you, 

compazing, it with the practice of 
cheſs times,: 1 do conclade that ic, 
is not the peryerſnel(s and peeviſh-. 
neſ{? of the people, ſo nwch as the 

pride and avarice of the pretended 


Clergie, whigh hindereth the Re»; |? | 
formation ; and that I fhall make, | 


Appear. QALO YOu ;;-.+ 

Pr. #hat can you ſay againſt the 
preſent Clergie of the Lands as. they are 
eſtabliſhed by the known Law 3 they are 
generally all deſizous ts further the in- 
tended reformation. Ph. 


Ph. I diſlike the name Clergie 


| in your ſenſe, for it you mean 


Gods lot or portion, then are all 
Gods people properly ſo called. 
But ( whatever the preſent pre- 
tended Clergie intend, I know 
not) it's plain that their pride 
and avyarice is the cauſe of all the 
evils inthe Land, as well Hereſes 
and Schiſmes in the Church, as 
troubles and diſtrattions in the 
Common-wealth. 

Pr. It may be giddy beads take oc+ _ 
| caſton of offence (when none is given) 
to run out of our Church, and to move 
ſedition in the Common-wealth : but 
that is not the fault of the Clergy, but 
of themſelves, who are cauſleſly offen- 

ed; aud I. believe the Clergy are 
* much troubled at it , that reformation 
! goeth not forward, and that therg.is 
) 7o better order in Church or State. 

Pb. I conceive the Clergie 
which you mean may be divided 
into four ranks. 
_ 1, Firſt ſuch as were profeied 

or 
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for Antichriſt ſo far as to bring al 
in all his Ceremonies, Croſles, 
cringinges, Altar worſhip, and 
other bodily exerciſes and ſuper 
ſtitions deviſed by the man of ſin 
to captive ſouls, and were fully 
bent to joine us to the Church of 
Rome, and might probably haye 
prevailed, but that the Popes Su- 
premacy was conceived danger- 
ous, and might have been acurb 
both to the Clergie and ſuperſtiti- 
ous Statiſts, who yet liked Pope- 
ry well enough , but feared the 
Popes Supremacy as it's feared in 
France. And TI doubt not but ma- 
ny of theſe men through Gods 
Juſt judgement were ſo blinded, as 
to think they did God good ſer- | 
vice in their ſuperſtitious waies, } 
and by the proſecutions raiſed | 
thereupon. | 
2- The ſecond ſort are thoſe 
dumb dogs and Idoll Shepherds | 
who either conld not, or would | 
not preach at all, nor give any | 
alarm 
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alarm when the woolf cometh, 
and theſe were all ruled by the 
former as their Ocacles and Lea- 


3+ The third (ſort are they who 
pretend more conſcience, and are 
more ſtri& in their lives, and 
more orthodox in their opinions 
then many others, and were ſo 
far inlightned as to condemn the 
ewo former ſorts (the one as too 
ſuperſtitious, the other as igno- 
rant) and well know and ac- 
knowledge the Ceremonies and 
other injun&ions of Antichriſt 
o be naught, and yet ſubſcribed 
o all, and uſed many, but upon 
other grounds then the former 


forts, viz. That they might get 
Into, and keep their Livings, and 
be capable of preferment ; and 
theſe corruptions of the times 


hey yeelded to (as they pretend- 


; ed) for neceſſitie ſake rather then 


to leave their Miniftery, 


4+ The fourth ſort are thoſe 
few 


% 


; 26 The Presbyterie 


few faithfull men who ſtood out 
and (as much as in them lay) op- 
poſed the ſuperſtitions and cor- 
ruptions of the rimes, and left 


their Miniſterie rather then of- | ({ 


fend God, having learned that 
rule of the Apoftle, not to do 
evil that good may come thereof; 
and knowing that God hath no 
need of mens fins to accomplith 
his works. | 
The two firſt ſorts of theſe 
Church-men (as they call them) 
are caſhiered ; the fourth {ort fo 
diſcountenanced, that they either 
lurk in obſcure places, or are gone 
beyond the ſeas ; for pariſh Chur- 
ches they meddle with none, un- 
der the notion of viſible Chur- 
ches. The third ſort are the men 
for theſe times, who have ſo great 
influence upon all ſorts of men, 
that if the Parliament and Ar- 


mie, and all other men dance not! 


after their pipe, they are Here- 


ſturbers 


ticks, Schiſmaticks, Se&aries, di-| 
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ſturbers of the peace, and hinde- 
rers of Reformation. 

Pr..I do confeſſe that in our Church 
there have been Miniſters of all thoſe 
ſorts which you have deſcribed : but 
the third ſort whom you ſeem to blame 
are they who ſuffered under the cor= 
ruptions of the times, and yet fulfil- 
led their Miniſtery, and ſubſcribed 
for neceſlity ſake, rather then the 
Church of God ſhould be deprived of 
their labours. Theſe now are, and 
then were, confirained to bear the bur- 
then and heat of the day ; and of this 
ſort ( for the moſt part) are all the 
chief afors in the intended Reforma- 
tion, and we fin de many of them have 
given a worthy Teſtimouy to the truth 
of Feſus Chriſt, and againf the Hes 
refies of the times. 

Ph. 1 knew no neceflitie there 
was for them to keep thcir livings 
upon thoſe terms. And for the 


| Teſtimonle which theſe men have 


given, if you mean in writing, 


-| Tthink their Teſtimonie is partly 


rrue 
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true and partly falſe. But verie 
few of theſe men ever gave teſti- 
monie to the truth, ſo far as to 
ſuffer much for Chriit , not ſo 
much as to hazard their Livings. 
It's an ealie niatter to teftifie a- 


gainſt Blaſphemies againſt God]; 
and the Perſons in the Trinitie, | 


and againſt thoſe errors , which 
being repugnant to divers Arti- 
Cles of > 2 Creed, aredeclaimed 
againſt both by the Papifts and 
looſe Proteſtants, But 1 never 
heard any of theſe men declaim 
avainit the corcuptions of the 
times, nor confeſſe their own er- 
rors in Symbolizing with Anti- 
chriſt; and receiving of the mark 
of the Beaſt , to the ſcandall of 
the Goſpel, and prejudice of the 
Church of God. 

Pr. Alas you know not what the 
mark of the Beaſt is ; I can tell you 
what it is, but I defire to know what 
Jou mean by it. 

Ph. I ſhall declare that to you, 


not 
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not as any conjefure of mine 
own, but trom the learned , and 
ſome ſuch as you cannot well re- 
fuſe their teftimonie. Learned Na- 


* [per a Baron of Scotla. A—— 


13. Rev- 16, ſaith that the Croſſe 
is the mark of the Beaſt; and a- 
monglt divers reaſons he gives 
for ſuch his opinion, this is one, 
viz. Becauſe all men areenticed 
under the colour of the Name of 
Chriſt to reverence that Chara- 
Ger. Bellarmine, who knew the 
uſe of the Croſſe in the Church 
of Rome , ſaith it is Gods mark 
mentioned Ezek. 9. 4+ Bellar, not. 


[znlit, MN in Gram. Ebr. & cont. de 


effet. Sacram. lib. 2. pag. 221. & 


de Sacram confir, li, 2, cap. 13. pag 


£371. And he makes it the chiet- 


elt mark of the Church of Rome, 


{becauſe nothing can be conſecra- 
ted without it. A mark is that 


by which any thing is known. 
Brightman in Apoc.13. 16. another 
learned man, faith , That the 
mark 
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mark of the Beaſt contains ſum- 
marily all thoſe waies by which 
men are bounden to the obedi- 
ence of Antichriſt. 

Revercnd Pareus in Apoc.13.16. 
agrees with profound Dofor Rs- 


bert Abbot, whoſe expoſition ups | 


on the place above named he com- 
mendeth , and reciteth it thus : 
To the common Charader ( or 
mark } appertaine thoſe things 
which are praRiced by all Anti- 
chriſtians, as the obſervation of 
Faſts and holy daies inſtituted by 
the Pope, the worſhipping of 
their breaden God, and doing 
other things not commanded of 
God. And Pareus upon the next 
words ſaith, No man may buy, 
receive, or ſell the holy wares of 
Maſles, Indulgencies, Abſoluti- 


but theſe Spirituall Huckfters, 
marked with this perpetuall cha- 
rater , to wit, Biſhops, Prieſts, 
Monks , and the like — 
O 


| ti; 

; | oc 

ONs, on, Tythes, &ce | 
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| of ſouls, citing that place, 2 Pet. 


2.7. Through covetouſneſſe ſhall they 


| with feigned words make merchandize 


of you. And that of Paul, 2 Tim. 
6.5. They ſuppoſe godlineſſe is a gain 
C or merchandize ). What think 


| you now is the marke of the 


Beaſt ? 

Pr. Theſe things may be the mark, 
of the Beaſt, but what do they concern 
Us © 

Ph. They do moſt of them 
belong to you the pretended 
Clergie of England, 1 mean to 
the Formaliſts of this age , who 
have held their Livings, and ſub- 
ſcribed for pretended neceſlitie 
ſake. 

Pr. Shew me how that can be, the 
things mentioned before agree to the 


popiſh Prieſts. 


Ph. So do they ( for the moſt 
art) agreeto you and your fel- 
Lo » little differing in theſe 
things from the Papiſts; and our 
pretended Clergie have received 
them 
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them from the Church of Rome, 


and have praftiſed the ſame 8&c. | 


Viz. 

1. Firſt they have ſubſcribed 
to, and uſed the ſign of the 
Croſſe, the chief of all Popiſh 
Ceremonies. 

2. Secondly, they bave obſer- 
ved Popiſh Faſts and holy daies, 
and many other ſuperſtitions in 
the worſhip of God, without 
warrant of the Word. 

3- Thirdly, they have ſub- 
ſcribed and conformed to the 
Book of Common- prayer, which. 
makes their holy daies equall to 
the Lords daie. See the beginning 
of that Book, 

4. Fourthly in their ſubſcri- 
_ they made themſelves the 

relats, and fo the Popes vaſlals 
and ſervants, and took their }i- 
cenſes topreach from them. 

5. Fitthly they have dealt in 
thoſe Wares and Merchandizes, 
Diſpenſations for non-refidence, 


| ca 
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| Abfolutions, Tythes, and the bo- 
dies and ſouls of men, the proper 
merchandize of Rome. mo 

6. Sixthly they have received 
the names of ſuch ſpirituall Mer- 
chants as are of the deviling of 
Antichriſt, as Prieſts, Parions, Vi- 
cars , Curats , although they 
refuſe the names of Monks, ſa- 
vouring of too much aulteritie of 
life, yet more antient and inof- 
fenhive. 

7. Seventhly and laſtly ; their 
kneeling in the aC& of receiving | 
is lictle better then bread-wor- ”"1} 
ſhip, or God under the torm of | 
bread. Fv 

Pr. You ſtrain things very far 3 
T ſhall not trouble my ſelf ro anſwer 

your conjefures 3 onely the laſt thing 
by you mentioned is very offenſive. to 
| me,for T bold kneeling in the aft of re- » 
| ceiving,to be the moſt reverentl geſture, 1 
and praftiſed it upon that g oundy*th —_ 
_— oo e injoyned by the Church. OY 
' Ph, 1 intend _ a latpe Gig; © 4 
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courle about aboliſhed Ceremo- þ 
nies, but adviſe you fo far to view 
them as they concern the matter 
we ſpake of, which is the mark 

of the beaſt, of which this is a 
part. 

1. For firſt kneeling was in- 
Joyned in reverence to the Sacra- | 
ment, as appears by King Ed- 
ward's ſecond book ot Common- 
prayer. 

2. Secondly it was never ufed 
or known till after the Laterar 
Councell anno 1215+ where the 
carnall preſence of Chriſt was de- 
creed. The next Pope Honorius 
the third, within ſeven yeers af- 
ter decreed kneeling in the aft of 
receiving, in regard of that (ſup- 
poſed) carnall preſence of Chrilt. 
| Fox Ad & mo. Dial. between Cu- 
ſtom and verity, Book 2. Pf. 780. 
Col, x. ] 

3- Thirdly upon that ground 
of the carnall preſence, Bellarmine 
urgeth kneeling,aftirming it were 
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dangerous to kneele, or worſhip: 


", ( forits all one) if Chriſt were 


not corporally preſent, Bel/ar. 
contr l. 3. de euch. cap, 21. pa. 63 3- * 
A. & cap. Pa. 63 4- 

Pr. Well, notwithſtanding what 
you ſay » TI conceive the admi tting and 
ſubmitting to the authority and ſupre= 
. macy of the Biſhop of Rome to be 
the marke of the Beaſt. 

Ph. Ifthat be ſo, and nothing 
| elfebethe mark of the beaſt, then 
have not many of the Popiſh 
Congregations of France receiv- 
ed.the mark of the beaſt : for they 
allow not of the Popes Supre- 
macy. Nor more did the very 
City of Rome ſubmit untill about 
230. yeares {ince. Cal. Jnſt li. ca. 
I!. Ser. I 4. 

Pr. I have nothing to ſay to the 
Congregations of France , but theſe 
men whom you thus mark, with the 
mark of the Beaſt, are the chief actors 
in the intended reformation. 

Ph, If theſe Formaliſts be the 

C 2 men, 
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men,who muſt reforme,and teach 


the way to the people, I ſhall ne-' 


ver look for retormation : I told 
you they have received the marke 
of the Beaſt, as his vaſſalls and 
{laves, and have atted for Anti- 
chriſt : not onfly doing wicked- 
ly themſelves, in ſubſcribing to, 
and uling popiſh Ceremonies, 
ſuperſtitious, and humane in- 
ventions in the worſhip of God, 
having no foundation from the 
word of God, which is the rule 
of his worſhip : but alſo many 
of them have perſwaded others 
therein to tranſgrefſe,and by their 
examples have cauſed many to 
fall with them into the breach of 
the ſecond Commandement. 


For theſe fins they have mani- 


felted no _— , nor given 
any ſatisfaction to the Congre- 


' gations to this day : -for which 


cauſe God will never honour 
them ſo far, as to make them 


 inftraments to reforme the 
Ee Churches: 
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Churches. My opinion therein 
is ground-d upon that Text of 
holy Scripture, Mat. 5. 19. WWho- 
ſoever ſhall break one of the leaſt 


commandements , and teach men ſo 


| ſpall be leaſt in the Kingdome of hea= 


| 


! 


ven, which | take to be meant of 
the Church of God, under the 


- Goſpell- Andit is to be there- 


fore feared, that reformation will 


.be deferred untill the carcaſes of 
- the chief of theſe men are fallen 


in. the Wilderneſs , that they 
may never fee the promiſed 
land. * | 

Pr. You cenſure the faithfull Mi- 
niſters of the Church very uncharita- 
blie,wby ſhould you ſuſpe& their faith- 
fulneſs in reforming Gods houſe : 
ſeeing they are painfull in 1beir cal- 
lings, and faithfull in that which x 
committed to them. 

Ph. I honour the faithfull Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and 1 be- 
ſeech the Lord tor increaſe, their 
number. Bat befides, what 1, 

C 3 have 
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have formerly ſaid, I will remem- 
ber you of what paſſed in theſe 
laſt years ; and by that you may 
Judge of their faithfulneſs , 
whom you ſo much commend, 
Its manifeſt in what condition 
the Parlament found this whole 
Nation at their firſt meeting 
even poſting in all haſt to Rome, 
longing after the Garlick and 
Onions of Egypt : and they had 
Captains made to lead them thi- 
ther ; the whole Rabble of Pre- 
lates as their Captaines and 
chcits. And the interiour Cler- 
gy , Parſons, Vicars , Curates, 
Prieſts, &c. with thereſt of their 
Apocryphall, Eccleſtaſticall Or- 
ders, as theic Lieatenants, and 
infertour Officers : And theſe 
faithfull men you ſpeak of ({er- 
ving the time) made no head a- 
gainſt the reſt : but patiently bear 
what their Lords put upon them, 
and ſo marched with the throng 
towards Egypt. 

| Ps1 


{ 


: 
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 , Pr. I cannot ſay, but that the 
> { Church of England ( although the 
| moſt famous Church in the World) 
furniſhed with a moi learned, and 
orthodox Clergie, bad manie in it 
wo were very corrupt and ſuperſtiti 
| ous. But theſe are removed and or- 
' thodox, godly and learned Divines 
of whom we formerly ſpake, put in 
their roomes and places. 

Ph. You glorie like the An- 
pgell of the Church of Laodicea, 
in your gifts and graces, and 
know not your want and po- 
verty, Rev. 3. 17. Its partly true, 
that in ſome places the ignorant, 
ſcandalous , and others , who 
would not take the Covenant 
have been removed, and ſome of 
theſe orthodox men put in their 
roomes, and that is , and will 
be the bane of theſe Churches 
and Church-men. Take but a 
view of their praQices, and let 
that ſpeak, how well they have 
carried themfſelvus within five 

C 4 years 
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yeares paſt, ſince they got their * 
preferments ; I could inſtance in # 
many places , where ſuperſtiti- + 


ous andblind buſfards were put 
out of their Livings, and ſome 
of theſe Orthodox men put in 
their roomes : and when they 
had got good Livings, werethey, 


or are they contented ? Some” {,, 


hold livings in the Country, and 
live in ' London, hard!y ever com- 
Ing tothe flock, but to teke the 
fleece: Some hold two or three 
Livings a peece ; ſome leave one 
and run to another;- when they 
can finde a greater 3 nay, they 
Will fight fora better Liying ra- 
ther thery Jooſt it. + And yet fall- 


ly bewitch, the filly people to 


belive, that its the call of God 
ſo to do, :when its nothing 
els but the delulion, of Satan, and 
of their own wicked hearts to 
ſatisfie theic ambition and ava- 
rice. See but how thele men 
preſſe the Committee for plun- 
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" | dered Miniſters for augmentati- 
! ? ons, and removals from day to 
" * day, and how they ingage Par- 
lament men to att for then) , cal- 
ling themſelves in cheir Certi- 
 |ficats, and Petitions, godly, 
' learned, and orthodox Divincs. 
| And it is obſerved in the Coun- 
* try, that many of thoſe who are 
thus put in, prove more proud, 
' covetous, and contentigus then 
thoſe which were put out. And 
; I doubt not, but when theſe mens 
! bellies are tull, and they at eaſe, 
* they will agree to make a golden 
 Calfe , and riſe up to play as 
* their Predecefſſors did. , And I 
! do believe that thoſe who ſerve 
their cures as rhey (call them ) 
j by a Deputy,will without repen- 
: Tance go to. heaven by a De- 
| puty. 
4 Pr. Although 1 will not excuſe 
1 all the Clergie of the land , who have 
two Livings, ner their removal from 
{ place to place , where they had ſuf- 
[9 C5 ficient 
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ficient maintenance before : nor the 


pride, contention, er avarice of ſome | 
of them - zeal I hnow many of the * 


Clergy , of whom-I hnow there is 10 
cauſe, to fear their revolting or fal- 
tins into popi/ſh errours , or ſuperſti- 


tions, or other ill courſes, they be- | 
ing known to be religious and godly * 


men. 1t is true, ſome are conſtrain= 
ed to take two livings , for that one 
will not maintaine them, and others 
for a time to bold two Livings , be- 


cauſe they are not ſure of the better 
holding it, but during the Sequeſtra= | 


tion, 
Ph. Sir,l doubt you have been 


a little tacked with that Epide- 


micall diſeaſe of a pluraliſt , and 
guilty of removing from place 
coplace, But I muſt tell you 


your excuſe will not bear you 
out at Gods Tribunall. The. 


very Popiſh Doors and Can- 
non Law condemn pluralitie of 
Bencfices in a Presbyter ; men do 


not uſe to put away their wives, | 
vor 


w_ds 6s Ai — ——_— 
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| the reformation ( according to the 
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nor take another to her, which 


{ formerly he had upon ſuch pre- 
! tences. Thetruth is, the preach- 


ing of the goſpel is meerly made 
atrade to get money 3 they preach 
for hire, run before they be cal- 


{ led, come in at. the window like 
- a thief, and preach according to 


their pay : provided they may 
have ſuthcient to keep contempt 
from the Clergie ; be as, power- 
full as the Popiſh DoCtors , and 
able through their abundance to 


; contend with their whole Pariſh, 
| and ſwagger in their filks as 


their Predeceſſors did, they will 
be content, : otherwiſe they will 


' tell you, you rob God 1n not 


paying their-Tythes, and do not 


allow them honorable mainte= 


' NANCE« 


Pr. Theſe things which you charge 
the Miniſters with , are inconſiſtent 
with boneſtie and religion 3 and I told 
you many of the Clergie, who intend 


foundation, 
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foundation, Fad by the Parliament, | 
by advice of the Reverend eAjſem- | 
bly'of* Divines) are godly Orthodox | 

and learned men, whom in charitie | 
you are bound to belive , can never 
fall into damnable errors , berefies, | 
er abominable practices. 

Ph. Touching their tinal eſtate, | 
] will not judge,bur leave that to ' 
Almightie God: yet this I dare 
ſay, none 0f theſe men are better 
then Peter, who once ated the -: 
Devils part : nor better then : 

27 Aaron, whoupon like pretence, ' 

1411S as theſe men have, viz, neceſlitie * 

* or convenience joyned to. make | 
the golden Calt : nor are they | 
better then their predeceſſors , ? 
whoſe mouths were ſtopped, and | 
their judgments blinded with | 
honorable maintenance and pre- | 
ferment. Conſider but this ; 

Cranmer and Ridley ( although 
godly Biſhops and Martyrs) were +: 

twoof thoſe, who oppoſed King 

Edward the fixt ,, and his Coun» | 

"> ol 1 


| 
it, 4 celf in the caſe of Mr. Hooper, 


IU OO Md we 


'E 


when he would have omicced 
popiſh Ceremonies at his cn- 
trance into his Biſhoprick. A. 
Mon. vo. pa. 146. Alſo call to 
minde Jewell, Babbington, Chappell, 
Mr. Hutton, Davenant , Morton, 
Ihitgift, Ro: Abbot, Pilkington, 
and Hall, who all deſerved well 
of the. Church of God, ( and 
better then moſt of the'e Ortha- 
dox men, whom you ſo much ad- 
mire ) whileſt they continued 
in their uprightneſs , before they 
were loaden with honor, and 
honorable maintenance. Burt 
ſee how they carryed themfelvs 
atterwards, ſome of them turned 
notable perſecutors, others grew 
idle, ſome erroneous, if not he- 
reticall in their judgments : And 
attained with their Lordſhips, 
Hierarchicall ' ſuperſtitions. - I 
could name- others of inferior 
ranke, of great note for learning, 
pletic ; and: ſoundneſs of. judge- 


ment, 
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ment, even in points controver- ; 
fall, who upon conformitie (at- * 
ter long {ianding out_) accepted 
great livings, and preſently be- 
came the very Atlaſ*'s of popiſh 
Ceremonies. Vpon all which I 
conclude , that theſe pretended 
reformers, having heretofore ta- 
ſted of the Devils broth in their 
conformitie and ſubſcription , 
and having not yet repented of 
it, will ſhortly tall to eat the - 
fleſh, and ſwallow up any thing. 
whicn makes not againſt their 
honor, or profit. 

Pr. You caſt very foule aſperſions 
upon our reverend Clergie , aud have 
drawn mee into a diſcourſe , which 1 
never intended, [ intimated to you be- 
fore,that it's the peoples fault that they 
do not joyne with their Miniſters, to 
ſettle the Church , and reforme the 
abuſes in the ſame. It's an eaſier 
matter to finde a fault then to amend 
it : for my part, I think the perverſ= 
neſs, and peeviſhneſs of the people 

is 


_ 7 TI 
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is the cauſe which bindreth Refor- 


| mation , for that they will abide no 


Coverament, but every one wall be of 
bis own Religion without con- 
troul. 

Pb. I cannot excuſe all the 
people , nor think I all faultie, 
who are afraid of having their 
Religion meaſured out unto 
them by the Presbyterie : eſpeci- 
ally by the rigid fort , who ac- 


- + count all error and herelig , - 


which ſuites not with their con- 
ceptions, and all men ſchiſma» 
ticks, and Seftaries, whoſe con- 
ſciences arenot juſt of their ſize; 
and yet I am perſwaded that re- 
formation gocth not torward, is 
chiefly the fault ot the pretended 
Clergie. 

Pr. How can that be ? or how doth 
it appear £ 

Pr-. Becauſe moſt of the pre- 
tended Minitters muſt be ca- 
ſheired, before there can be any 
retormation : for either the Mi- 
niſters. 
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niſters are Cumb, blinde guides : 
or els ſo: prophane, irreligious, 
or {uperititious, that it they be } 
reformers , their Elders in all | 


probabilities will be of the ſame ? 7 
{tamp to joyne with them: And | . 
then leave it to you to judge, } 
what reformation here's like to  Jal 
be, when Satan muſt caſt out le: 
Satan. | CC 

Pr. Thzs zs the .condition , but of | o 


few places, many being better fur- 
niſhed , both with Miniſters and \ % 
people, | 
Ph, The moſt of the beſt ſort * 
of Miniſters ſtand ſo much upon {| 
their own. Intereſts : and beſides : 
areYin ſo great flaverie ro their + 
Patrons,. that we fee they ſtraine \- 
their wits, to advance their own \ 1 
honor and profit, and to pleaſe 1 
men ; leaſt eithcr their Livings q 
ſhould ſuffer any diminution : 
.or ſome one tinde a hole in their 
coat, ſome gymonie, lapſe , or 
other flaw in their Title, m_— - | 
Joes y 
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[by to put them out of their 
| Living, which betore they will 
! lnoſe, the moſt will adventure 
| their ſouls, And upon theſe 
Igrounds it is , that every one 

: living within the compaſſe of 
/ their Pariſh , or theic perambu- 
| Jation walk muſt be acknow- 
| leaged one of their flock , and 
comming to Church, he is (with- 
. out doubt) a member of the vi- 

{ible Church, how ignorant or 
; wicked toever ; or els how can 
[its demand any Tythes or ot- 

ferings from them. And for the 
| fame reaſon the Miniſters labor 
ito | uae their Pariſhes intire, 
and not to leave out any part 

; thereof , leaſt they looſe the 
{ Tyche and benefit which comes 

{ by-jc, - And hence is it that they 

' maintain every Pariſh to be a vi- 
| ſible Church, although there be 
, neither lawfull Miniſter, nor any 
Congregation of faithfull peo- 
1 ple there , who have given any 
t:{timonie 
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teſtimonie , that they are mem- | 
bers of Chriſt, or of the houſ- | 
hold of taith. 2m 

Pr. Theſe things may eaſily be JU 
_ amended : and T preſume when the ! b 
Charck is feiled, ard the Presbyteri- {hb 
an government,with the Claſſes and |! tl 


I 


the Miniſters will therein [atisfie the  P 
weak , and ſuch as are offerided : | V 
But its well you have no greater mat- | I 
ters to charge them with, O 

Ph. T could acquaint you with IJ f* 
other abhominable things, main- *' - 
| 
1 
; 
t 
E 
g 
< 
] 


tained by your Miniſters on pur- 

poſe to fatishe their Juſts of pride 

and covetouſneſs ( to which all 

other things are but drudges) be- | 
ſides, what I formerly told you {/ 
off, which although you account * 
chem pettie matters : yet are they 
repugnant to the effence of a 
Church of Chrift : And I fee 
none goeth about to amend them: Þ ' 
they | 
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{ they have Elders and Officers 
< | choſen as if they intended refor- 
3 mation ; but the Miniſters and 
e 7 their confederates, the Elders do 
e ? butprovoke the Lord, grieve his 
{ holy Spirit, and mock and abuſe 
Fl j the people of God. Where is 
arr of your great Presbyters 
| that ever confeſſed that his Pa- 
j | rith was too great, and the peo- 
> | pletoo manie , although they 
- | weretwentie thouſand, and his 
. 4 Living worth 500 1: per annum: 
{ or thar anie of the people were 
{ſo wicked that hee would ſpare 
. J them out of his Church : or de- 
: | fired to have his Pariſh divided 
{ that hee might make way for 0- 
' thers more able or worthie then 
| himſelf. Leaſt alſo hee ſhould 
4 part with ſome of his Tythes 
y and ſo diminiſh his revenue and 
| greatneſs , which is againſt his 
$ honour andprofit. 
* Pr. Thave already given you ſa- 


| tiſaction to that you now ſaid , and 
| tell 
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have a reformation at once 3 its a 


matter requires time and autoritie to| 
compell obedience to the Orders of the | 


: o f 
tell you again wee muſt not expect tog,.- 


Church, and then you ſhall ſee the }.. 
Presbyterie at vigorouſly , and re- |) 


—_— w:.1 undoubtedly go on a= yo 


pace. But I pray you what are thoſe 
other, things to which ycu take excep- 
tion, as things abominable, and yet * 
maintained by the Clergie 2 


Ph. They defend and main- \ 
tain their Popiſh callings. from { 


the Prelates, their old conformL 
tie and ſubſcription (which in- 
gaged them to bee: the Prelates, 


and ſo the Popes. V{lals) the Pa. 4 


trons right - gs to the 
Churches, the.Popiſh and Apo- 
cryphal names of Prieſts , Par- 
ſons, Vicars and. Curates ; the 
Book of Common Prayer, and 
Homilies, and uſe of popith Ce- 
remonics , maintenance by Po- 
piſh and ſuperſiitious offerings, 
dquble benetices, Icaving one li- 
ving, 


vi 
ſi 
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" ing, when they can get a'greater, 
*Fthruſting themſelvs upon people 


without their ſuffrave, conſent, 
he - £4 Poniſh Veliri 6 
,, maintaining Fop! el:r1es, Dee- 


* Jing a mear mockeri2 of Chri'ts 
"Ocdinance, as if they intended 
- ]'to ſeparate the precions trom the 


© AJvile , when they do nothing 
” Jlefs. All which things wich 

*others might eafily bee ſhew- 

ied to bee abominable , and 
" 3not to bee ſuffered in the 
1 {Churches of Chriſt. Beſides 
- | theſe, they plead ſtifly, that mar- 
' f rying, burying, and tunerall O- 
| 4 rations belong to the Minitterial 
_ 3} fun&ion : and allow of all chil- 
: dren to bee baptized , although 
| the Children of Turks and Inh- 
1 dels,(but eſpecially thoſe of their 
{ Parith Y if they bee offered to. 
- them, how wicked ſoever their 
# parents are. And in like: man- 
* nerthey admit-all to the Lords 
: Supper, how unfit ſoever,it they 
{ comebut to Church. Theſe, and 
g others 
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others ſuch like have I heard [1 
pleaded for with great confidence, 7 [a 
whileſt they have blamed others, zC 
who take upon them to preach, L 
not having ſuch callings, as they If 
howſoever gifted ; and yet for ; 1 
advantage they will bear with fa 
anie novice, or ignorant fellow, bs 
having been two or three years: *tU 
or it may be leſs at the Univerſi- 'E 
tie, and put him up into the Pul- ' b 
pit, not doubting of his calling | 
to the Miniſtry : And all theſe y ti 
in order to the ſervice of theſe | 4 
mens pride and covetouſnels. 

Pr. I perceive you finde fault al- 
moſt with every thing , although ne- 
wer ſo ancient and inoffenſive : What * 
can you ſay againſt Mariage , why \ 
it ſhould not be accounted to belong to Y 
the Miniſtry, having been ſo long uſed 
in the Church, 

Ph. I anſwer, that Marriage is 
acivill ation, and belongs to 
the Magiltrate to ſee it orderly 
done, and ſo was uſed under the 
Law, 
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d* |Law, and is ſo uſed at New-Eng- 
>, Jland , and in other reformed 
I | Churches at this day. Ruth.4. 9. 
, Lechfield newes , &C. pag. 39. 
Its true, that in corruption of 
r | time when Antichrilt prevailed 
1 |! above the civill power , it was 
: | brought into the Church that 
{the Prieſt might have an oare in 
. Jevery boat, and no man marry 
' but whom they permitted. And 
; | by this meanes it was looked to 
| that the Prieſts might not marry, 
| and thoſe perſons who did mar- 
| ry muſt have the Pariſh Prieſts 
| 1 Certificate, or Licence, leaſt any 
| griſt ſhould goby their mill, 
4 Pr. This may be true, and yet the 
; thing not unlawful ; for the Afini- 
) fe in the face of the Congregation 
[  joyne the marryed conple , and to 
1 give them (ome good exhortation fit 
# for ſuch a Solemnitie. 
” Ph. Why maynotas much be 
y done by a godly Magiſtrate be- 
Z Ing acivillaQion, and common 
to 
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toall Nations ? But that is notW1 
all : after the Marriage was an- 
nexed to the Miniſterjall fun&i- F 
on, the Church of Rome foone 
made it a Sacrament , and the j 
Ring muſt needs be added as the | 
outward 1jgne of love, the in- || 
viſible grace, that as the Ring is | 
endleſſe , the marryed couples | 
love thould be endlefſe. A wor- 1 
thie Sacrament , and without 1 
doubr fit to be retained in the _. 
Church, tor the benefit of the |} 
Clergie, both in reſpe& of ho- 
nor aud proht, the two maine 
things of all their defignes. 

Pr. But Ipray you , why may not 
burying the dead be a fit afion for 
the Miniſter , and a funerall Ser. 
mon requiſite for the} which are 
living ? 

Ph. For burying the dead. Ics 
alſo acivill work of Charitie for 
Chriſtians to accompanie the 
corp's of their dead friends to 


the grave, and to lay them there 
without 


without more adoe-: and. the 
Head alfo may burie their dead ; 
\nd what the. Miniſter hath 
here to do more then another 
man 1 know not. ; 
Pr. Its fit be ſhould give ſome exe. 
bor tation -to the people : and if be 
reach a Funerall Sermon , its done 
[; the 4 95 aj of the living, _ 
ot for the dead, and _ is good 


In ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. 


Ph, I confeſs the word ought 


| tobe preached in ſeaſon and out 


f ſeaſon: but ſome times and 
laces are ſo unſeafonable, as no 
Thriſtian prudence will admit ic 
convenient to preach ( as the 
times now are) for a man to 

reach in Weſtminſter-ball when 
J udpes are fitting ( though Pay} 
reached upon HMars-hill ( the 
Judges Court). at Athens) or to 
reach a Sermon in a common 
hall, when a companieare at din- 
e&r , where no man regards, 
heſe times and places are too un- 
D ſeaſonable, 


[5 
it 
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ſealdriable, there being conveni-/þn' 
ent times and places for ſuch re-$! 


ligious ations. And for yourÞt 
exhortation or funeral Sermon, 111 
they are more inconvenient and ja 
unſeafonable, then ar anie other | 
time and place, being more a-| tl 
buſed ; and the very original be- jf 
ing naught. 


Ir; 


of no 'fach 7: 
thing in the Scripture , onely | 


t. Firſt, we read 


we finde godly. men uſed to ac- | © 
cottipanie others to the grave, | d 


and ſometimcs made lamentation | d 


for them. D 
2. Secondly , theſe funeral 'f 
Sertnons (or rather Orations ) |; 
were ficſt nſed by 
and then taken up by the Ghurch |, 
of Roftne , who uſed at thefe So- || 
l[etmnnitirs to praiſe che dad. 1 
$3. Thirdly,chencerte Church | 
of Rotfe carne to ptay for the 
dead, and to this day defend ic | 
fifty. And th-zefore xs a learn- \ 
ed man on faid in a Sermon in | 


the Heathen, 


h 
F 


C 
[ 

c 
it 
( 


my 
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j.'$wy hearing, we have left pray- 
re-Jing for the dead, for the evill of 
arit 3 we may as well leave off pray- 
n, {ling the dead by reaſon of the 
1d Jabuſe of it. 
er} 4+ Fourthly, now beſides this 
4. | the corruption of the times are 
e- {ſuch , that the gitt for the tune- 
Jrall Sermons , ſo blindeth the 
h ! eyes of the Miniſters, that gene- 
ly; rally chey alwalcs finde out one 
-. | thing or other, tocommend the 
., {dead for , although moſt pro- 
n | digiouſly wicked ({ as what 
man in his ſickneſs , or at 
1 | ſome other time, will not do or 
) |, fay ſome good ) for which the 
4 | Miniſter preſently ( in conceipt) 
1 {. placeth the dead partie in Para- 
. | diſe: to the woful hardning of 
the wicked ( many of their au- 
 [{ ditors Jin a courſe of lin , when 
 '{ they hear as bad as themſelves ab- 
. I folved by the Minilter, as a Saint: 
| | departed , and a faithiu!l bro- 
| ther , according to the blinde 
D 2 cha- 


+8 
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charitie of our Service-Book. 


” 
Kg 
. 


Ba 


And were it not that ſome profit! 
comes to the Clergie by theſe fu- ? 


neral Orations ', they would as '' 
eafily be laid alide, as theig prayer |. 


and exhortation at the grave, for | 


which they had nothing given 
unto them. 


Pr. You ſeemed before to take ex- | 
ception to the Baptiſme. of Infants, 


Fa 
E 
£ 
. 
s 
4 

L 

Þ ” 


and truly you reaſon like an TIndepen- 
dent, who are for the moſt part Ana- | 


baptiſts. | 


Pb.1 do not diſallow of the Bap- | 


tiſm of ſome Infants, whoml con- 
ceive to have right to Baptiſm : 
but I do not allow of the Bap- 


tiſm of all children indifferent- - 
Iy :nor of all ſuch children whoſe 


Parents profeſs Chriſtianitie. 


Pr. The ancient Fatbers teſtifie | 


the Baptiſm of Infants in the | 
Church to be an Apoſtolicall Inftitu- | 


w S#- dit «cds, 


tion, and to have been uſed from the 


Apoſtles times , when whole bouſbolds | 
were baptized, and no exception of | 


Children, 


to you, and to your children,&c. 
And if the promiſe be made to them 
(children) they then have right to the 


e- | figne, or ſeal of the promiſe. . 


Ws! Tough what you al- 


| ledg from the Fathers, 1 con- 


feſs, | have not all thoſe books in 


; my cuſtodie, which I finde cited 


for this purpoſe ; but I have 
ſearched divers of them, and if 
you pleaſe to examine them, they 


| makenothing for you. All agree 
+ In this , that Infants were bap- 


tized in the Primitive Church: 
and- Auguſtine affirmes it to be 
an Apoltolicall Tradition. Au- 
guſt. contr. Donat. l. 4. (a. 23s 
2 4+ Lib. 10. de gen. ad liter, ca. 
23. Ciril. in levi. l. 4, But this 
doth not prove that the children 
0:3: of 
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} children. And there are many rea- 
«| ſons, and unanſwerable arguments 
grounded upon Scripture, both in the 
L old and New Teſtament, to warrant it. 
"And the verie Text it ſelf is clear, 
' Afis2.39. Thepromiſe is made 
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of Heathens ; nor of all ſuch] 
who proteſſed chriſtianitie were) 
baptized, how wicked and lewd! 
foever their parents were : or” 
whither of the Church, or ex- 2 
communicate. And ſack as hold [© 
all _ t to be baptized, hold j © 
that children dying without | © 
Baptiſme cannot be ſaved, Cipri.® 1 
Eji: ad fidum. 137. 'P 

: 

; 

| 

| 
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And tor your Arguments from | 
Scripture, you can thence con- | * 
clude nothing , But that the In- 
fants of believers have been, and | - 
may be baptized. Andit you ob- ' 
feryve where you finde whole Fa- 
milies baptiz.d , as the Jailor, | 
As 16. 14- ie. 33, 34. and 1 
Lydia's, the Parents. at lealt one 
of them were br: lievers. And 
touch in; that place in the 4Fs, 
which onely ſecmcs fo plain to 
you , It I ſhould admit the pro- 
miſe there mentioned to be + 
that which you meane , which |; 
may veric well be queſtioned, it þ 
makes 
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ere! 


&, 


makes nothing to prove that for 


which its intended, by the men 
lof your opinion, who will haye 
4all the children in their Pariſh, 


it their parents: come to Church, 


/ to be þaptized, Thenext words 
; clear it trom fach conſiruftion, 
} and giveyou a full anſwer. The 
; promiſe - is made to you and to 


; your cht'dren, and to ſuch as are 


a far off:(but the Apoſile further 
| addes) even as manie as the Lord 
| Qur God ſhall call, fo that by 

your conſiru&ion, this muſt be 


. © 'concluded. Converts have right 
. } tothe promitſe, and ſo have their 
' children, &c. You conceiye the 


' State hath done well, in debar- 


ring the wicked and abominable 
from the Lords Table, and if the 
Parents be ſeparated, or excom- 


' municate ( fo I account them 


who are debarred from that Sa- 


; crament) how can their children 


have nght to the other, as being 


born of believing Parents. 
D 4 Pc, 


PR ths Profinterie 

Pr. We conceive , we have ſuf| © 
ficient warrant to baptize all Infants} to 
that are brought to us , being. offered} w 
in tve Church to be baptized : For! & 
although their immediate Parents? he 
: were neither of them Beleivers, yet? bs 
ſome of their anceſtors might be( and} ſt 
-we are bound in charitie to be-; lþ 


 bieve they were ) Believers : for God i ri 
' ſheweth mercy to thouſands of EeNerd- 
" tions of them that love him. 

Pb. You are : without donbe | A 
fingularin your opinion , 'and | 
upon this ground all the chil- 

: dren of Turks are to be baptized | c 
(if offered in the Congre _ | 
: 
6 


'- ons) becauſe they proceed ? 
\ Abrabam by Hagar ; and all the * 
Jews, becauſe they proceed from 
Sem: yea, andall the Gentiles, 
. becauſe 'they proceed from Fa- 
pbet 3 and all the world , be- | 
cauſe they proceed from Adem, 1 
I never heard aflerted, untill of 3 
late, nordol chink any Orctho- | 
dox Divine' will maintain -it.- I 
& 2 confeſs, 


hinderine k 
v1 confeſs, I once heard ſomething 
155 to that purpoſe, from a Miniſter 
eadj whom you know very confi- 
or] dently affirmed: But afterwards 
ts 7 he hos ro deal with the Ana- 
- baptiſts, forſook that hold, and . 

1] ico onely upon that point to 

/ prove, that ſome Infants had 
a at to (or might be) baptized, 
which he then , and at other 
times proved by Doftor Featleys 
== againſt the Anabap- 
tiſts 
| Pr. How ever it may be with the 
children of Turks, and- other Infi- 
| dee yet there is ho doubt , but' the* 
drown of: ſuch as are members of 
! the Church by outward profeſſion ( al-' 
" though we ſee not the ſignes of grace 
| and eleftionin them ) bave rig t fo 
[ | Baptiſm. , 
{ Ph. Iaccountgodleſs, impeni- 
] tent perſons living inthe boſome 
? of the Church as Intidels, and * 
' Heathens , and the Apoſiles rule 
| is' to, and in the language of the: 
85504 Ds Scrip»-- 
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Scripture , they are dogs and} 
{wine, to whom holy things are! 
not to be given , nor the chil-? 
drens bread to be calt to them, 
Aatth. 7. 6. And their children ? b 
( where neither Parent can be? 
judged a beliczer, which no no- | 
torious wicked man or woman , * 
can be) are pronounced unclean, "| : 
x Corinth. 7. 14. How ever God | ; 
i 
| 


may {hew mercie , the Church 
ought to judge according to out- 
ward appearance, and not to ad- | 
mit the wicked Parents to the: 
one Sacrament , nor their chil- 
dren to the other , Without re- | 
formation in the Parents, or one 
of them. 

But I pray you, why was not the 
child baptized,which was brought 
(from another Pariſh) to pour 
Congregation to be baptized , 
underſtand the Minikter kale 
to baptizc it. 


Pr, Its true , but it was not Te- | 


Ped open yu ground . the Afini- \ 
fer } 
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# fter conſulted with the — of the 
1 Pariſh, and upon debate of the mat- 


TN ter, they concluded it was not fit it 
n. 4 ſpould be baptized theres leaſt it might 
_ be chargeable to the Pariſh. 

be Ph.l am ſorrie to hear this Ccar- 
3. } nal reſolution from ſuch a Mi- 
n . niſter, and ſo long taught a peo- 
\ # ple. It ſeemsſome Miniſters and 
4 people dare tranſgreſs the Law 
z of God, if it be for advantage. 
_* As the Phariſees taught upon 
. | pretence of their Corban ( the 
..: Box) But how doth this agree 


'” With that tenet , that all chil- 

- dren of ſuchas are uembers of 
the Church, by outward profeſ> 
fron ( which all are in that Pa- 
iſh where that Childe was born) 
ought to be baptized. 

Pg. Ja bes fault , let bint, or 
abem anſwer for it, who did it, it 1ay 
he they are able to give ſatzsfaftian 
therein. But teaching that which 3ou 
ſaid before, that ſome are to be a6- 


rorn ted tnickeay.; we Cannes cenſune 
any 
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any , as profane or unclean : nor keep! 
them from the Sacrament of the Lords| 
Supper : the Miniſter cannot do it? 
of bimſelf , without © the Elders ,| 
Church-Officers ) joyn with him. 
Although the Miniſter know the Com- © 
municants, to be prodigiouſly wicked * 
or ignorant, and in all probabilitie ' 
eat and drink their own judgment, or 4 
damnation , he cannot heep them 7 


from the ' Sacrament : Such ' muſt be” © ti 
ſuſpended by the Church , before the © p 


Atinifter can refuſe to admit them ; - 
and untill then their children ought 1 


not te be denied the Sacrament of 


Baptiſme , for the reaſon befor®al- * 


" - | 

Ph, Touching admitting - all 
tothe Lords Supper upon thiat 
ground , becauſe the Miniſter 
cannot refuſe them-, not being 
prohibited by the- Church ('you 
mean the Presbyterie) I 'anſwer, 
the Miniſter is bound - to forbear 
to: adminiſter the Sacrament-to 
them; whom he knowes: cat and 


drink | 


hind unce Reformation to L 


pFd: ink their own judgment for the 
[sFrealons aforeſaid : Although 
'tJyou have notthe power of the 
»TChurch-cenſures in your hand. 
. FThe reaſon is clear, becauſe it is 
gt; ſin to give holy things 
*rodogs, and to prophane Gods 
' Ordinances, But its no: fin-to 
 * forbear , to adminiſter a Sacra- 
7 ment 'upon juſt occafion for a 
time. The Jews were not*ire- 
| proved for omiſſion of Circumci- 
- tion in the Wilderneſs : oſhua 
' 5. 5. and the . Paſſeover upon 
: Juſt occaſion might be deterred : 
+ for a moneth;' Numb. 9.9. To, 
; And althouphT think it -no:fin 
to communicate with the wicked 
in the Ordinances, where I am 
' nota perſonal ator, nor appro- 
| verof their fin , but a partakes. 
Yet its without doubt; a finito 
. be an a&orin ſuch a caſe; for the 
- ator tranſgreſſeth therule, and 
- Cauſcth others to tranſgrelſs.- 
4 -'Pr. It ſeems you ſtumble at mit 
_s Congregations, 


{ 


4 
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Congregations , do you ever think toff;51 
finde a Church on eartb ſo clean, aj pt 
not to have wicked menin it. Ti], 
fares will orow in the field with thell c 
wheat untill the harveſt which A, 
tbe end of the world. 'p, 

Ph. I confeſs, your mixt Paro-} ,, 
£biall Congregations do ſo far |, 
make mee tumble , that 1 much c 
queſtion whether they can bere-2 ,, 
putcd true vyiltble. Charches of 
Chriſt; And 1 hold that wanie-: 
of them are not, having not the |, 
elfentials, either the materia), nor 4 , 
formal . cauſes of a Church, ju ; 4 
Golpel ſenle ; butare rather tHe } » 
Synagagues of Satanglike Priefte, * þ 
like people, and the beſt are I- * , 
prous, and very unclean. 

I know the Tares (hall grow 
with the wheat; Matih. 13+ 38. | { 
but if you wean by Tares, pro- 
fane wicked nicn, they (ball grow 1 
in the field, that is, in the world, | 

\ 
\ 


not in the Church : the Tares . 
which ſhall be inthe O_—_ 1 ' 
ml 7 
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'9Ftill the harveſt are hypocrites ; 
H} protane men ſhall be caſhiered, or 
rather never admitted into the 
A Churches of Chrilt. But I can- 
HI not deviſe, how its poſſible theſe 
! Parochiall Congregations can be 
=! purged without disbanding,there 
'T /are ſo few, who are fit to be 
; Church-members, and ſo many 
"2 of the wicked. 
2 Pr. Although we have not the Di- 
©'1 ſcipline ſet up to ſweep, and cleanſe 
E | the Church : yet we endeavor to put 
" 7 g difference between the precious and 
' + the vile, and to give everie one their 
2 portion , and to order things in 
> | the beſt manner we can, both For the 
© CMiniſterie andpeople. 
Ph. Its true , yon have the 
. Image, or rather counterfeit ot 
' ſome ſach thing, as pucting a 
difference in he Popith Veſtries. 
; Bat I pray you what garments 
have you to keep there, that the 
 Veſtriemuſt needs be upheld, the 
1 Whoores ſmock, with the Cope, 
'S Rocher, 


Ws etrobjers | 
tRocher,, Tippet, and oth of 1 


trumperie are gone. And I knowſÞut 
not any. of Baals Prieſis here,F-® 
who now uſe ſuch veſtments,ÞUut 
that there is any need of a Ve-#he 
firie to put them in, or that ſoF 1 
manie men need be truſted with 90! 
them, A 
Pr. That meeting which you ſcoffe RO! 
at is no ſuch Veſtrie , its only a place $3S' 
for the heads of the Pariſh to meet in, an 
to conſult about the affairs and Orders ra 
of the Church, and for ſetling and hab 
chafing the Miniſter , when there is $i 
need , and providing maintenance for {the 
'him. © gh an 
+ Pb. It. ſeems then that thoſe 1pu 
Veſtrie-men , who are there to *5: 
conſult, are more worthie then 3: 
the reſt ( who are without) and 
.may not intermeddle with theſe 4 
things about which they confult. | 4 
[Theſe do very well reſemble the : ?' 
conclave of Cardinals at Rome, | © 
adviſing about the chuſing, de- \ * 
poſing and ordering the _ __ 
Yo of | 


erfot the Pope, and his Church. 
wiBut I pray you, by what Law of 
e, {God have theſe your Veſtrie men 
s,autoritie to ele&t, and fur out 
he Miniſter , and to preſcribe 
oTules and Lawes for the refidue 
þ of the people; I proteſt againſt 
'all their Orders and agreements, 
> thow juſt-ſoever they may ſeem, 
, as notdaring to ſubmit to ſuch 
#anufurped power , being con- 
*#rrarie to Chriſtian libertie , in 
?which the Apoſtle Paul com- 
/mands the Galatians , and in 
{them all Chriſtians to Rand fat, 
{and to maintain the ſame as being 
purchaſed by Chriſt himſelf. Gal. 
*5. 1. compared with chap. 3. 1. 
3. chap. 4. 10. 
Pr. I confeſs this Veſtrie 3s not 
a right Presbyterie , nor claim they 
' any ſuch power by colour of any di- 
vine Law : But yet for order and 
' conveniencie, I think they ought to 
: be tolerated untill the time of refor= 
| mation. But Sir , what doth this 
| | cor;=- 
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concern you : Tt becom?s you to be aRPaj 
Dearer, and a learner, rather then aSa 
Teacher having no calling there-Y(tre 
unto. Jed 
Ph. Tt concerns me, and eve» 1h. 
ry Chrijtian as a member of the Tp, 
Church (if your Church be a: 24 
true Church ) to eleft our own {lin 
Miniſter, and not t bavye him! 
thruſt upon us, either without I C, 
or againſt our wills orconſents, | 4 
as the manner now is. And he ſþ 
that comes in otherwiſe then by !! 
the ſuffrage of the people, enters þ fi 
not by the door, but comes inas | a1 


a Thief anda Robber, and hath | ſt 
no lawtul calling. Calvin. Inftit. || o 
l. 4. 4.3. Set. 15. At. 14.23. | C 

Pr. For our calling to the Minis | 1, 


ſterie, we doubt rot of jt : nor ever ,t 
queſtioned it, being corfident its war- i { 
rantable. Thoje who ordained ws be- || t 
ing Biſhops and lawful Presbyters : | | 
or at leaſt they ſtood in the place || 1 
of ſuch; and atts don by them are | ' 
valid -; Sacraments adminiftred by \ 


Papiits 
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' 4FPapiſts and other hereticks, are right 
dS acraments, ſo they be duly admini- 
e»ſtred, for the matter , although joyn= 

Fed with their corruptions. And 1 
&+ '71.1d it unlawfull for any man , to take 
1 Tupon him the Office or fun&10n of a 
a + Minifter , without a lawfull cat- 
n ling. 
nf And1 finde that in tboſe ancient 
tr Canons, called the Canons of the 
, 3 Apoſtles, it s ordained that one Bi- 
e if ſhop may ordain a Presbyter. 
! ®h. Thisis a poor and inſuf- 


| ficienc calling, it a Biſhop had 
7 any autoricie to ordain a Mini- 
# ſter, or to judge of his gitrs In 
7 order to his admitſton to a 
1 Church, which I denie ( and the 
ſame isapoint of Poperie) yet, 
; that thereupon the Churches 
' ſuffrage, or aflent ſhould be by 
| the Biſhop conferred upon the 
| Miniſter, is againſt all ſenſe and 
| reaſon, mnch more againit Re- 
ligion, which ought to be ſquar- 
ed by the word as the Rule. 
| Mar. 
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' Mar. de vuiſon. de libert. de le EM. 
 eliſes, Gallicane. Pap. 148. ca. 9 
And tor your Canons of whic 
you ſpeak , none regard them &* 
but the more ignorant ſort of x « 
Papiits,they being known to of 
of a Jater date then the Apoſtles:? 
and. are credited as much as? 
Lucianus \coffes : Tobits and Tull 
. Giths ſtories, or Jeffery Munmouth! 
his. tales. And thoſe Canons) 


or! 
q 


not the ſame, and yet it may be} * 
a bctter calling then you have. | 
Pr. Jhy, what do our Miniſters | 
of the Church of England want , or 
what is requiſite to a lawfull Calling 
ta the Miniſterie, | 
Ph. Belides abilities of gifts, 
ana inward graces , every Minj- | 
ſter ought to have a more due or- 
.dination, 


—_—_——_——. 
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Dination, and this is to be per- 
\iFormed by the Church or Con- 
m Ercgation , for the better effe&t- 
| of8ng whereof, they may take the 
advice of the learned , who are 
es.able to make tryal of his gi!ts, 
a; and of his abilitie, and aptneſs to 
Jteach. 
And then the ſame is perfe&ted 
1/] by the free eleion, or ſuffrage of 


ej} the people who are Church- 


members: And in theſe things 
+4 the Scripture is plain ; ſhew how 
. | you have ſuch a calling. 
| Pr. For the firſt, T had thought 
| Thad given you ſatisfattion alreadie, 
| when I told you we were ordained by 
' Biſhops, who bad abilitie to judge of 
the Miniſters gifts , and were ( or 
| ſtood inthe place of) true Presbyters. 
And for that which you call Ele&ion, 
or the Suffrage, or aſſent of the pes- 
| ple, although it have no place with 
us , regarding everie circumſtance in 
| the formalitie of it, yet we have that 
| which 3s equivalent to it- 


— 
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Ph. 1 pray you what is that ? ? 
Pr. Ie, at the leaft ſome of us 
bave the conſent of the Pariſh , or ati 
leaſt the moſt of them , either before,| 


or after our admiſſion, and if not, we! 
are preſented by the Patron of the*® 
Church , who ix inſtead of all the 


pf 


DCcec 
anc 
ple 


JO 


(o! 


{to 


Congregation, being their repreſen- (yy 
tative, in as much as he was intruſted he 
by them all, to cbuſe for them all in }er, 


and che Biſhops had the overſight 


regard of their weakneſs , and to a= |} co 
void confuſion in the eleciion : and | ch 
his aft in preſenting is the aft of all || th 
the people, as the As of Parlament, || le 
being made by thoſe who are choſen by || fx 
the people, are the Acis of the people. \ w 
And the people are bounden as well by | & 
the Acts of the one, as of the others | & 
yet,if any man except againſt the per- | (C 
ſonpreſented,he bath his liberty to do it. | x 
Ph. O moſt protound divint- | ] 
tie : or rather notable poperie. | : 
By che ſame Rale, and upon the | 
ſameground, the Pope cullated 
to many Churches in England, \ 


$* hindering Reformation. 11: 
? Þf all che Churches in their Di- 
#pceſles (ſome peculiars excepted) 
atSind put in, and pur our at their 
pleaſures, and this mult be al- 
* Yowed for the people ſurrendied 
& (or rather yeilded np by compul- 
e ſton ) into the hands of theſe 
- {wolves (pretending to be Shep- 
{herds ) all their right and pows- 
2 fer» Butalas, this grew through 
| corruption of time, when Anti- 
| chriſt was come. 'to his height, 
'{ then he and his Prelares inthral- 
led the Churches , and wrefted 
from the poor people that right 
which the Goſpel gave unto 
| them, and which continued for 
| the firſt three hundred years after 
Chriſt ; as is confeſſed by the Pa- 
| piſts and Proteſtants. Fullers ho- 
| ly ftate, 1:.2s ca. 12-Þ4. 87. AGs 1. 
27.&* 6.3.Calvin Irftirl. 4. (4. 19, 
SeF.31 & 14.9e. 31.Cath Divine. 
An.Caudrey Caſe. Prefa. ſe.8.Magd: 
Ctnt.2.ca 7.cent 3.c.7 Cipr.epiſt.Ly. 
epiſt, 4.6 epiſt.z. & 1.x. 3. epiſh, L, I. 


ut 
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But theſe Wolves made. ivoid 
the Law of God, by their Tra-F 
ditions ; and the {laviſh Miniſte- 
rie of England are unwilling to 
come out of this Babyloniſh ſer. 
vitude ; but with Tſachar , be- 
cauſe he ſeee reſt is good ( or ra» | 
ther his Benefice fat)he croucheth x 
down under the burthen. - But 
ſee the uſe and equitie of it in our Wl) 
dayes.; it may be at the firſt this / 
power of preſentation was given wa 
to a good man (or rather he took- me 
It ) becauſe he founded or en-' jpe! 
dowed the Church) but by revo-' | _ 
lution of times it comes by de-, Ion 
ſcent or purchaſe toan Atheiſt, a+ Iſel 
Papiſt , a  Symoniſt , or ſome. {ma 
wretch not fit to be truſted with. \ed. 
the life and death of a dog, much if 
leſs with the ſoules of men. And ' 
by this means the ſouls of |m 
men according to that Prophecie | hi 
become the merchandize of Rome, | b 
for who ſeeth them not ſet to 
ſale almoſt by every Patron I yog 
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d@Þnd their bodies too , Rev,1$.13. 
Gout TOY vo Nluxas avrdpueray. 
-For according to the number of 
he people, and the profit of their 
- Þodily Iabours is the Advowſon 
- Hold for more or leſs, And I 
Know no other way in all the 
world, how the bodies and ſouls 
Bf men can be made the merchan- 

Tize of Rome, but by this means : 

Nor is the Prophecie any other 

(ray fulfilled ; for if it ſhould be 

gmeant of ſelling (laves, that pro- 

perly belongs to the Turks. 

Pr. But I told you ( although 
tome Patrons prove Latrons, and 
_ſell the Preſentations ) the people 
[may except againſt the partie preſent- 
led, if he be not a worthie man, and 
if they do not,its their own fault. 

' Ph. You had need to have 
| more 8Kill in Divinitie then you 
have in the Law: Alas this Li- 
bertie is but a meer gullerie and 
| cou'enage of the people. If any 
| one retuſe toadmit, or do keep 

; Out 


-_ 
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out the partie preſented. And a| 


quare impedit , or ſuch Writ be 
brought to trie the right, Gods 
Law never comes into queſtion, 
but only who hath the beſt citle 
to preſent by the Law of the 
Land, which is Popiſh in that 

int ( as in manie others the 
Lord of heaven amend ic) and 


lookes only upon the preſenta- | 


tion as a temporal right without 


judging the matter , as apper- | 
taining to Religion : therefore | 


I pray you ſpeak no more of this 
matter-z for the more you ſtir in 
in it, the more it ftinks: But 
ſhew me ſome better evidence of 
your calling. 

Pr. 1 will ſhew you ſufficient 
Wee bave abilities and gifts fit for 
the Miniſterie , being pt to teach, 
and able to divide the word of truth 
arights; And our Minifterie is ſeal= 
ed by the converſion of ſoules : and 
however our outrpard calling in a ni- 
Cetie may be defefiive : yet we bave 
the 
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a the inward , which is moſt effeuall 3 
e Nand therefore there is no cauſe of [e- 
S Bparadtion. 
, | Ph. For your calling I account 
> Ficnot right, for what you for- 
* Emerly alledged : And for that 
: you laſt ſaid its no proofe that 
 Lyour calling to the Miniſterie is 
 Flawful : for a private man may 
| be abundantly gifted , yea, and 
| convert fouls, as common expc- 
| rience ſheweth, and yet. have no 
q calling to the Miniſterte. And 
| this I dare farther add, and know 
| by mine own obſervation , that 
od doth notbleſs the Miniitcrs 
| labours, who have received the 
mark of the Beaſt ( by their con- 
j formities and ſubſcripti.ns ) as 
he doth the Iabours of other 
faithful men. And the reafon 
is , bzcauſ: they ſtood not in 
Gods wayes , for if they had, 
they ſhould have turned the p20- 
pl- from their iniquiti-s. But for 
want of a zaith'al Minitlterje, it 


LE 2 -- hath 
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hath pleaſed God to bleſie the en- | 'Þ! 


deavours of godly Parents and 
r:ligious governours of families, 


and private Chriſiians (who with | 


Joſhua ſerve the Lord) to the con- 


verſion of many more ſouls then | 


are turned unto God by thefe 


mens Miniſtery, how learned and ' 


Orthodox foever. So that where 


a man can hardly finde, any con- | 


verted by the Miniſtery of theſe || 
m-n, he may finde the footſteps |} 
of Religion and godlineſle deri- |; 


ved from religious Parents and 


Families, for the continuance of | 


the Church from generation to 
generation , even to admiration. 
And your old conformitie and 
Subſcription , which you are 
con{trained to defend by Popith 
arguments, when you have to 
deal againſt the Brownit's and 
' Independents, are a great blemiſh 
to the Miniitery. 
Pr. Je ſubſcribed to nothing 
which was unlawfull , although many 


| 


| 


things 
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T things were inconvenient. 


Ph. Thanks b:e ro God that 
we be rid of the Hicrarchy ot 


8 Arch-biſhops, Dioceſan Biſhops, 


Arch-Deacons, Deans, and the 
reſt of that rabble, the Books of 


| Common-prayer, Homilies, con- 
| ſecration of Prieits and Deacons, 


with the ſpiritual Courts, Li- 
cenſes, Diſpenſations, Comnu- 


|| rations of Pennance, Conſecrati- 


on of daies to Saints, and fome 
to wicked men and Idgls, as the 
Crofſe and the Rhoode , dajes 
obſerved by ſome, forbidding of 
meats and marriage at ſome times, 
with their Canons and Ceremo- 
nies, Croſſes, Snrplices, worſhip 
of the breaden God, and many 
other popiſh trinkets. All which 
the moſt ingenious among(t your 
ſelves have condemned, as not 
capable of purgation, bur fit to 
be aboliſhed : elſe I could eafily 
prove the whole body of them 
(which are contained in your 
E3 Sub-. 


_— ! 
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Subicription ) moſt of them | bis? 
ing injoyned and [et forth in the ws 


Rubrick, and the reſt compre-}j |, 
hended in your Oath and Cano» i h 


— 


' 
nicall obcdi -nee to be reliques of | i 
Pintichiiic inverts. oy that man | _ 
of fn and his valtiis; arndaiear 

V 
tic- beit humane Preiun options s 


brought inro the Church with= 
out warrant of the Word, Vide | 
Preface to the Common-Prayer Book,, 
or teaching Ceremonl:s which 
Chriit onely ought to appoint, 
who is the Teacher of his 
Church; and {eve for nothing 
elſe but to miſ-lcade the {imple, 
and to offend the weak, and teind | 
| onely to conformity with Rome : | 
And theretorc altogether unlaw= \ 
full. But chcifly the Croſs (which ( 
in Baptim, is made the:{jgn;and 
Seal of the whole work. of :Satt- 
Aihcation is the worit of alt Poy 
piſh Ceremonies, and the preateſt 
Idol in the Romiſh Church ( ex- 
c:pt the Virgin Alarie) tor that 
bleſ- 


3 oy | "FF! wSati6 'N 

indering 1 | wy 
: # bleſſeth all the relt, and therefore 
hel) is the greater, as Bel/armine teach- 
ef eth, Bel/ar. Contr. de ſacra. Confer. 
of 1. 2.c. 13-4371. Theſe things 
of | you know betcer then I do; yetl 
n & name them thus briefly, that you 
c | may conlider of them, and not 
; | wiltully hudwink your conſct- 
; ence, and impriſon or withhold 


the truth in unrighteouſneſs, but 
| that you may come to the light 
!/ of that your ſin; andas you have 
7 publikely offended , you may 
5 make publike ſatisfaRtion, by ma- 
nifeſting your repentance for this 
pablick breach of - the ſecond 
| Commandment. , _ 
| Pr. Peter offended grievouſly 1 
denying bis Maſter, and yet we finge 

ro publike confe;jion which he made of 
/ his ſin, nar «ny ſuch, Jatisfa@ion 4s 


yau ſpeak of. | 
| Ph. Although his form of con- 


ſeſſion is not mentioned, yet 1ts 
clear he manifeſted his repen- 


tance ſo that it was fully raken 
E 4 no- 
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in Peter ; his ſorrow, his weeping 
is mentioned by three of the E- 
vangeliſts, and one ſaith he wept 
bitterly. And the Evangeliſt Luke, 
who wrot the Goſpel, either ſaw 
it himſelf, or heard it from them 


which faw it, Luke 1.2. as he did | 


the reſt of the ſtory of our Lord 


in che fleſh. And therefore no | 
private weeping, Andfor his re- 


V . 


pentance, '1t was anſwerable to 
his offence, otherwiſe his con- 
ſcience could never have been ſo 
well ſatisfied, nor would he have 


been fo confident in profeſſing his 


love to Chriſt as afterwards he 
was, fobu21, 16,17. Nor did 
Chriſt upbraid him for not ma- 
nitefting his repentance, as he did 
Thomas. for the hardnefſe of his 
heart and unbelief. And why 

ſhould 


notice of. What greater manifes | 
ſtation of ſorrow then tears ; and | 
what greater figne of repentance 7 
then ſorrow for ſin with amend- F 
ment; both which were evident | 


» } ſhould you think much-to con- 
11] felle your offence more then Pa- 
e f trick Adamſon the Jlate Archbiſhop 
. | of Andrews in Scotland, Bartro. 
t | eApoloy. in Exord. who confellerh 
» | his finne and error touching 
| | Church-government, and others 
| | have done the like. 


| be willing to make ſatisfattion: 1 


& 


| ſhall think upon it further hereafter, 


' neer as I can. 

Pb. You ſpeak ingeniouſly, I 
have not known many Minitters - 
of your condition would. fay ſo 
much. ] onely offer you-this.can- 
{igeration. ; you deſervedly ex- 
ſpe thar ſuch as have committed 


As > re <p, APR 4 
and 


offences againſt the ſeventh Com- 
| mandment , ſomthing leſle then 
' the groſle att of adultery, and 

that in. private before it was re= + 
vealed ſhould: publikely give a= 

26 Wh E5 ti sfa- - 


"21 199) 
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tisfation to the Congregation ; 4 [fo 


and ir was done ſo; Spiritual 


Adulterie is worle then corpo-# 
ral.” And everie breach of the} 
itecond Commandement is a de« k 


greeof it, and yours not the leaſt. 


] leave you to apply it, & c. And | 
it 1 could ſee yon repent of this} 
hn you would then hate the gar- '* 


ment ſpotted by the fleſh: and | 
would caſt off the very names of | 
Parſons, Vicars , Curates and 
Prieſts. And everie name and |: 
thing belonging to Baal > and | 
ſay to them get thee hence. ©: 
Pr. 1/hat think you” of the late 
Prebends', T think you' cannot flude 


more faults i in them, then you” mmpute | 


to our painful maniſterie - And all 
meh condemn them as uſeleſs, and 
— le. ? 

he | Prebendaries . al- 
tiongh but of humane Inftitu- 
tion ' were more tolerable-chen 
theſe Par(bns » Vicars: and Cu- 
rates'; more innocent in their 


foundation. 
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n;# foundation or Inſtitation' { at 
all leaſt manie of them) lefs ceſtru- 
oz ive tothe Churches , and not 
{ fo diametrically oppolite to the 
: Kingdom of Chritt in the out- 
R. þ ward adminiſtration of it. 


1d | © Pr. I am ſorrie you ſhould juſtific 
is } acompanie of idle drones, who are 
- '& Jufllie — as unprofitable buy- 
d | dens ,*andſuch as have eaten up the 
f:' fat of the Land : and conſumed that 
1 | which might have maintained manie 
[1 0” te Miniſters. 

| You miſtake me, IT do not 
-aſtfi them ,. but comparatively 
(torl think they are juſtlie abo- 
liſhed ) Tfay they are more. tole- 
rable, &c. and that | will juftifie 

Pr. T hold it it impoſsible to prove 
that our Miniſters, Parſons , Vi- 
cars , and Curates are worſe or 
leſs tolerable in any reſpeF ten the 
late Prebendaries. 

Ph. Touching their perſons 
as men, Schollars, or Preachers, 
] ſhall ſay nothing bur this, 
theſe 


—— _— 
Mee Wow —_ 
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' theſe Miniſters and the Prebenfl to 
daries were as ſheep go to the] Sec 
fould , ſome good ſome badf co 
ſomelearned , others unlearnedyj gi 
ſome Preachers , othe!s dumbY} . da 
Dogs, ſome idle droanes, others} 

more painful , ſome ſober and}; ir 
temperate ; others given up to]. v 
Luxyrie and drunkenneſs, ſome |} 

Politicians ; others morall. ho- 3 1 
neſt men , ſome devout. ; others |\ '1 


profane, ſome more Orthodox : || : 
others erronious and heretical, | 
ſome more ſincere and Goſpel= | 
like; others wholly given up to | 
ſuperſtition. | 

Pr. I do confeſs of both ſarts of 
theſe Church-men there were-, which 
have had their vices and vertues, 
ſuch as h ave been ps 1g 
and pietie, aad others infamous for 
wickednes... But wherein lics the _ 
ference that you prefer one before the 
other, the wor{e before the better. 

Pb. I prefer the Prebendaries 


nwo reſpefts. Firſt relating 
Ns to 
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to their original or Inſtitution. 
Secondly to their praftice and 
condition of life. For their ori- 
df ginal, I conſider theſe. Preben- 
7 . daries as a civill ſocietie or cor- 
; poration, asa Hall or Colledge 

in the Univerſiti , and fo they 
were the Biſhops Councell or At- 
; 4 fiſtents, who. was a Baron:or 


2 Peer of the Realm having his 
't 'place in Parlament. Secondly , 
/ andfor their praftice and condi- 
| tionof life as they were not, ſo 
; they ſtood not as Miniſters: ha- 
| ving ( as you call it) cure of 
{ ſouls, as the Parſons, Vicars, and 
Curats uſually had. 

Pr. This was not all their im» 
ployment, or office ; they pretended.-to 
be Preachers and Miniſters, and had 
much of the revenue of the- Clurch 
in their hands. | 

Ph.1 confeſs the Prebendaries 
as manic of.your pretended Cler- 
gie have had - fat morſells . for 
their little. labour : But that 

« ſeerns 
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ſeemes to be the fimplicitie orf we 
devotion of thoſe who gave it toſf the 
them. Howloever it they didf md 
any ſervice ( as I told you whath nc 
was their Office) it could not be'$ ft 
expected they ſhould wait and at-g di 
tend the Biſhop as his Councell}} h 
for nothing ; eſpecially they be-}; b 
ing the ſupports of his -magniti- | a 
cence. And the -miatter of that © r 
Hierarchie being to be upheld |; | 
with ſo much policie. = Þ4 

Pr. Our Minifters ſerve for bet |} | 
ter uſe, and therefore to be preferred | 
before theſs Prebendariet :* Ts, this all || 
[you can-ſayfor them? I 

Pr. No, I can ſay ſomething | 
more, | told you what they were | 
in their inſtitution poſitively; | 
now: I will adJe-fomething of | 
their | negative righteoulneſs:, {\ 
which I formerly touched at, viz. 
They were not originally -inſti- 
euted to ſtand in the roome of 
true Paſtors, '/As our Parſons, 
Vicars, and Curats were, They | 
: were 


[* 


t 8 
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were only bound t o preach (by 
themſelvs or others) certain Ser- 


7 mons yearly in the Cathedral], 

# not pretending to any Pa- 
2 ftorall charge : And ſo as they 
2 did little good they did little 
7 hurt. But when with their Pre- 
| bends they got Church-livings, 
* } andbecameParſons and Vicars; 


they became more guiltic of the 


| blond of ſouls then ever their 


Prebends could have made them. 
Then 'they became Pluraliſts,idle 
droanes-., Non-re(idents , kept 
out-trac Paſtors," made a frong 
fationagainſt reformation, and 
to uphold'their- Parſonages they 
joyned' with' the ' relt -to' Keep 
Chriſt out of his Kingdome. 
Now len all this 'topether | 
your Parſons, Vicars' and Carats 
areof the deviſing of Antichritt 
without warrant of- the word, 
and are ſuch as | have deſcribed: 
ThePrebendaries and their-ap- - 


ptirtenahces are juſtly : cafhiered, 
ſee 
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pluck up thoſe alſo. 
Pr.. It doth not appear to me. there 


is any  evill in theſe names , you ſhall 


find many godly and Ortbodox Di- 
vines, Parſons, Vicars and Curats, 
who ſhew themſelves . glad to be quit 


of all the Ceremonies , and heartily || 


deſire a. through reformation , and 
Jome of . theſe. are not: aſbamed, of the 
name Prieſt. 1 io 

. Pb. I pray fir forſake theſe A- 
pocryphal and Popiſh names, for 
a great part of the Religion of 
Antichriſt is wrapped up. ja-fuch 
names of his Creation, -as Gar- 
dinals , Abbots, Priors, Arch- 
Biſhops, Lord-Biſhops, Deanes, 
Arch-Deacons , Chancellrs, 
Commiſlaries, Patſons,' Officials, 
Viears, Curats, Prieſts; &c.  -- 

Pr. For all theſenames and Orders; 
but the four laſt we bawe nothing to 
do with them : and. what barm ic 
in any of theſe four names; or what 
offence comes. by them , I, know mh 
Ph. 


ſee now if it be not high time to || 


Re 


—n—— —_—_—_— 
OY _ 


—— 


————. 
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j 
' 
, 
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Ph. I ſhall endeayor to let you 
know ſomewbat of that evill 
which Fconceiveof them, 
1. Firſt , in their Inſtitu- 
' tion and ' original ( they ha- 
ving no foundation in the Scrip=- 
| ture) are of Antichriſts deviling, 
/ and in theirnature and nſe con- 
| trarie , or unlike to the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, who are only 
| Paſtors and Teachers. For their 
original, they grew up in this 
manner. The Dioceſan Biſhop 
( who Incorrupt times was con- 
ceived to have the care of all the 
Churches in his Dioceſs, which 
for the moſt part were endowed 
with all the Tythes of the Pa- 
riſh ) did uſually appoint the 


91, ECO noo... 


i Preifts or Miniſters , which in- 


deed- were but the Biſhops Cu- 
] rates. or Clerks. 
/ Fullers. boly. State. Lib. 2. cap. 
| 12. þ. $7. citeth. Conci.Toledon. An. 
5) 89- Can. gs 
Now when the.Biſhop hadgiven 


to 
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torhe Miniſter, the cure of ſouls/hyit 
and care of the Church fhhe 
with allthe Tithes and profitthyer 
thereof, undiminiſhed by his In-FAp 
ſtitution, he was called the Re|tue 
Ctor, or Parſon, which verie In-Ithe 
ftitution being accepted, was an}(3c 
- acknowledgment that the right] th 
tothe Church was originally in!} da 
the Biſhop , and that made the} thi 
Parſon but the Biſhops Curate || th 
or rather ſervant or Clerk : and} M 
ſo it continued until the diſſolu- | ca 
-t10N ot the Bithopricks. t<h 

2. : Secondly, the Vicar (as a | fc 
Clergic-man ſaid) was created,or | fc 
fi 

- 


rather made by +the Devil or the 
Pope: for when the Parfon grew 
too great , or the Patron had V 


founded a Monaſerte , or o- | et 
-ther fuperſiitions houſe towards Y c 
the maintenance thereof , - the { \ 
tithes of ſeveral Pariſhes which |  \ 
formerly belonged to the | 1 
Churches, were appropriated, || 
and this was. done by the mw 
| wit 


| 
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Is with conſent of the Biſhop, and 
She incumbent Prieſt, if there 
htſhwere any , and ſometimes this 
N-F Appropriation was made by ver- 
'b[tue of the-Popes:Ball : and then 
N-Jthe care af the Church was in the 
n}{overnour of: the houſe ( or o- 
it) therwiſe according to the foun- 
n — who ſerved the cure (as 
Ef they called it) that is performed 


i the 1dolatrons ſervice by a 
Jl Monck of their houſe who was 
* | called the Vicar.: and to him 
there was allowed for his paines, 
| fometimes' a ſtipetid in monie, 
| fometimesthe ſmallTithes, &c. 
{ fach a ptdportion as lie: could a- 
[ gree:for with his Maſter;the Go- 
vernor of the houſe: And when 


the houſe came to the Crown by 
difiglation:, it food charged: 
/ with thar fipend: or elſe the 
Þ Vicar (had the ſmal Tithes , or 
| ſuch part thereot , as formerly 

was agreed for, and the Bu}k of 
the 'T ithes became a Lay fee,and 
ps! were 
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were fold ont, and enjoyed. a\j,Q+1 
the ſaperſticious': houſe ' heldſj,,n1i 
them, and the Compoſition: of] ;,;& 
endowment of the Vicar remain-|\ he 
ed ,: and {o continues as his por- ap 
tionto'this day for /{erving thel| cn 
Church, &c. But uſually-he had|| gr 
= inititucion from -the Bi-|/ jy 
OD, PVY 
4 Thirdly, the Curate:grew | p; 
in this mannzr ; when the Biſhop 
held a Parionage in:commendantin || 
bis own hands,” to augment his || y 
gunoprick, ora Parion grew idle; | 
or had ſeverall Chuech-livings; | | 
then they ' hired ' ſome inferior | 
Prieſt for what they coyld to fup» Þ 
plie the cure for a year, a moneth | 
or as they conld - agree 3 and he 
was called theCurate, who came 
and went according to his pay, 
and at: the difcretion or will 
of him that hired him: and ſo he 

continues to this day. | 
T tell you theſe things not be- 
cauſe 1 ſuppoſe you know them 
| . not, || 
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W/nor;but to put you in minde how 
4 Junlike theſe orders are to the Mi- 
""fniſters ofthe Goſpel ; for you ſee 
"|! the Goſpel, had nothing to do to 
I approve or diſapprove of the pre- 
ec | tended'Minifter, Parſon , Vicar, 
or Curace, but all was original- 
ly in the Pope (or in the Biſhop 
his Vicegerent)) from whom the 
Biſhop ' originally. received: his 
power , which. continued' here 
in force for manie hundred 
| years. 
Cath. Devin. Reſponſ: Cook. 1. Cau- 
drey. Caſe: fi 
4. And for the name Prieſt,its 
' true ic is a contra& of Pres- 
| byter:; but asits uſed, it com- 
'| Manly ſignifies a Popiſh Maſs 
Prieſt,and is a a derogation from 
| the Office of the Lord Chriſt; 
[ 


for I know none other ſacrificing 
Prieſt in Goſpel-ſenſe; but Chriſt 
who was the laſt Prieſt and the 
laſt Sacrifice. oe 
} '' Pr. Well, T account there is no 
evil 
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evillin theſe nams, yet tot offence 
ſake I ſhall be willing to leave tem : 
and do conceive tbat the Miniſters of 


the Goſpel who are to- continue to the * 
perfecting of the Saints are properly | 


Paſtors and Teachers, who ought to be 
maintained liberally , and to have all 
incouragement by payment of al 
things due unto thent 
Ph. I have alreadie told you 
what I conceive of their mainte- 
nance, and particularly what I 
think of tithes : But there is one 
thing which I wonder at , why 
the Minifters ſhould ftand fo 
much upon ſuperſtitious offerings 
and mortuaries. ; 
Pr. They have been anciently be- 
longing to the Church : and altbough 
they of the Separation ſay they were 
the things of Idolaters , 1 doubt not 
but they may be uſed being converted 
from their Tdolatrous uſe. 
Ph. As for thoſe offerings 
which it ſeems you agree to be 
Popith,as indeed the-moſt of thoſe 
Otterinps 


| Of 
ſ 


I fer 


tal 
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" f Offerings were, which were of- 
f fered at the Altar (called the Al- 
tarage of the Church ) ſome to 
8 Saints, Idols, or Devils-to whom 
J the Churches were dedicated ; 0- 
i thers to the Y7rgin-Marie ; Some 
for Tapers and Lights, and other 
# ſaperſtitious uſes; others taken 
from the Jewes by the Papifts. 
I conceive all theſe unfit to be 
| givento, or received for the ſer- 
| vice of God : for thar- ſoine 
| things of Idolaters , not Idola- 
trous in State, as their goods and 
| houſes may be made uſe of tor 
| maintenance. of the ſervice 'of 
| God : But thoſe things of theirs 
which were Tdolatrous in State, 
that is, ſuch as were invented by 
idolaters for perfefting their Ido- 
W atrie , and teryed for no other 
[aſe {as all Popiſh Ceremo- 
[Dies and popth offerings) ought 
[| not tobe uſed by Chriitians. 
And for thoſe Tewiſh offer- 


ings, it isno more lawtul co aſe 
them 


— 


b__— 


136 The Presbyteric 

them to retain'Circumciſion and | 
other Ceremonies of which 

Parl faith, If you be circumciſed 
Chriſt profits you nothing , Gal.5. 2. | 
for thattheretaining of Circum- |/ 
cilion-is a forſaking of Chriſt, 
and makes us bound to fulfill |* 
the Law; and wich that all o- /. 
ther Jewiſh Ceremonies are abo | 


—— ww Ak 


they area fooliſh and ridiculous | 
offering, and were anciently gi- 
ven as an amends and fatisfation 
to God ( but they went: to the 
Prieſt) to purge the guilt of rhe 
deceaſed; which he contrated by 
his non-payment of Tythes 
whileſt he was living, and onghe 
as well as other O ferings be laid 
aſide ; according to that, Thou 
fh.ilt not bring the bire of a Whore,nor 
the price of a deg into the houſe of the 
Lord, &c. And what agreement bath | 
the Temple of God with Idols. Deur. 


23. 18. . 
' r 
" 


Ii -| 
- And touching Mortuaries , | 
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| Pr. But now Ipray you according 
ch | to your «judgement , what muſt be- 
(eq | come of all our Churches; It ſeems 
by your argument (if one may believe 
you) they muſt all be plucked down as 
the Browniſts teach, what ſay you to 
I! that. | 
». |, Pb. Touching the name 
\. | CHURCH, in your ſenſe I do 
. 7 not greatly like it; for it pro- 
| perly. {lignitiecth a Companie, and 


{Is uſed 'for the companie of 
| the faithful ,yet for the preſent | 
ſhall admic the word by a Me- 
tonymie, to {ignifie the place of 
their mecting. : And I do not 
conceive there is any. necelſitie to 
pluck thefe Churches, or meeting 
pron down. | confeſs | put no 
holineſs in them, and think the 
(=3-5 may as well meet 
| 


in any other convenient place : 
and that there is neither Legal 
$nor E-angelical holineſs in 
\ them. And that plucking down 
Y all the Popiſh and ſuperſtitious 
i | piRkures, - 
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pi&ures, and Monuments of Ido-| | 
latrie ( Ido not mean the Arms) 1 
of men of renown ) and placing| | 
a faithfull Miniſterie , there is a] ( 
ſufficient purging of theſe places , ? 
to wake them fit for the people} 1 
of God to meet in for partaking a 
of the holy Ordinances of God.” © 
Pr. Why ſay you ſo ? Theſe: 7 
Churches were founded by Papiſts 
and bave been uſed to Tdolatrie': And a 
therefore you may as well allow of | F 
the things you ſpeak againſt even now, 0 
as thefe Churches, I think both ought. © 
to be allowed indifferently. | b 
Pb. 1 hold there ts great diffe-; © 
rence: Firſt for thoſe I ſpake of' C 
formerly , we are ſure they were V 
the inventions of the Man of fin ;, tt 
and its poſſible to ſhew when and} a 
how they were brought into the\ B 
Church of'-Rome. © But theſe} n 
Churches(at leaſt manie of them) a 
are more ancient then Poperie .or \ h 
Antichriſt ; for ics nor. poſſible , © 
thar Antichriſt could come un-| 1 
cill| 
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o- | till the Roman Empice was bro- 
ns Ken and removed, which was at 
1g] leaſt four hundred years after 
a; Chriſt» Before which Chriſti- 
es, anitie was plentitfully ſpread in 
le! England , and many Churches 
g | and Congregations planted: for 
d./ the true worſhip of God. 2 'Fheſ. 
ſe | To 8. Reve. 13. 2. | 
ir Antiquitie with full conſent 
:d | agree that Chriftianitie was here 
of | planted in or neer the Apoliles 
y, daies, and that upon occaſion 
bt. of the Perſecution that roſe a- 

| bout Stephen As 11. 19. divers 
=} of the Apoſtles and Diſciples 
pf | came Into England - , amongſt 
re | whom the Ancients reckan, Pe- 
;\ fer, Paul > Joſeph of Aramathea 
d| and Symon Zelotes.And that ſome 
e). Brittaines. , both men and wo- 
e men were famons Chriſtians, 
)] and fome ſuffered Martyrdom 
r{ here in the firſt ten Perſecuti- 
eg Ons. Fox AF. & Mon. v0. p.147. . 
| 143: Speeds Chron pa. NnrpAreh- 

= Fa Bithops 
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we cannot conceive but that they 
pietie and devotion of thoſe }x 
times ( when they had a Chriſti-* 
an King, Lucivs An. 180. fr. 
Chriſt. and Chriltianitie couns 
tenanced and priviledged by di- {x 
vers of the Emperors , eſj cially t 
Conſtantine and Theodoſius ) would" , 
ſtir up the Chriſtians to build 
them meeting places. Beſides, | , 
about the year fix hundred, when : 
Auguſtin the Monck ( talfly called ; 
the Engliſh Apoiile ) came into : 
England, ſent by Pope Gregorie : , 
the Great, who had not taken : 
upon him the Title of univerſal : , 
Bithop ) he found the reliques of | | 
manie,Churches, and Congre- | { 
gations of Chriſtians , planted * 
in England and Wales, Fox AF. 
&- Mon. v0. pa- 150. 151.: And; 
he diſpured with the Monks of 
Bangor about Ceremonies , by'| 
which 1ts conceived he brought 
not ſo much Religion with him, 

» be did ſuperſtition and Intro- | 
duCtions 
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he {IntroduRtions to Popery ; for the 
{e Britains had learned Religion 
I-"from better Tutors: Its true, at- 
'T.//terwards theſe meeting places 
t- {were generally all polluted with 
= ' Popilh Idolacry, all which, with 
ly] the Reliques thereof, being [wept 
Id out, they are clean as before. 

Id Pr. But what ſay you to this, ma- 
S2 ny of: our Churches were 1duls Tem- 
-N \ nles. Goodw. Ant. Ro. ca. 20. de 
d , delubro. | 

O: Ph. The Pariſh Churches 1 
7 * conceive were built for the ſer- 
N | vice of the true God, the forms 
al | of them are unlike the Idol Tem- 
27 ' ples: Buc I confeſs fome of the 
= | Cathedrall Churches were the 
d Temples of Idols, as of Jupiter, 
t. Apollo, Fanus and Diana ; fome of 
d - which are demoliſhed, and ſome 
ff were new built; as Pavls at Lon- 
y' don by Ethelbert the King about 
tC ro6oyears fince: At which time 
| hee put out the Flammins and 
-'; Arch-flammins, and ſetup Arech- 
"Þ F 3 Bithops 
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Bilhops and Biſhops. Theſe | 
Churches were buile and dedicas 
ted to Idols, or rather D-vils | 
and falſe Gods , and therefore | 
ought to be demoliſhed, as | con- | 
ceive, according to that Law; Te | 


ſball d ſtroy all the places where they 
ſerved their Gods, and break down | 


their Altars &xc. Deut.12.2,3 &c. | 

Pr. Well, I hope ſhortly to ſee + 
tbe Church-government ſetled, with 
the Claſſes and Synods, and that there= | 


by all things will be well reformed, for 


the Appeals wil! regulate every thing | 
which i irregularly done, and many | 


will ſee more then a few. 


Pb. 1 thould be glad to ſee a © 


through R<formation ;3 but I 
do much feare theſe Prudentiall 
things the Claſſes, Synods, and 
Appeals to them, will prove but 
unprudzntiall, and Phylcians of 
no value. An1 1] doubt not, but 
thoſe who put the Parliament up- 


On chem, have theis own ends 


and aims in them. 
Pr, 


en 0 0 wk 6. 
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i "Pr. I/by ſay you ſo ? the Church 
1. 4f Antioch uid appeal to the Coun- 
"i J cel at Jeruſalem in acaſe of Con- 
rw ſcience, ACts 15. and why may not we 

do the like ? 

"| Pr. I deny chat there was any 
| fac Appeale as you mean ; its 


true the Church of Antiech in a 


1 
'e 
y 
a caſe of conſcience did voluntari» 
» ly ſend Paul and Barnabas and 0- 
, 'ther brethren to Feruſalem, to ad- 
' viſe with the Apoſtles, Elders, 
" { and. Church there about that 
6 ; matter. And accordingly they 
> / received the ſentence and judge- 
' | ment of the whole Church, as 
| - well Brethren as Apoſtles and El- 
' . ders, which Apoſtles had extra- 
ordinary gifts of knowledge and 
revelation, and what they dirc- 
Red them, was in ſtead of the 
written Word : We have no per- 
ſons ſo gifted in theſe daies, but 
muſt have recourſe to the Law, 
and the Teſtimonies, the written 


+ Word of God. 
| F4 Pr. 
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Pr. But do you not think that theſe 


Claſſes and Appeals will be of excel-| 
lent uſe for cropping and curbing of ® 
Errors, Hereſies, and Seftaries, and | 
keeping the Church ) free from polls | 


tion 2 


Ph. Tamunwilling to tell you | 
what | think of Presbyterial Go-' | 
nernment, Ile ſay nothing of it, ' 
but take thus much, mark the end: ! 
and obſerve it. Theſe things the: : 
Claſſes, Synods, and Appeals can | 


neverprofit the Charch of Chriſt. 


The Appeals are in effe&t the ſame | 


wee had betore from the Arch- 
Deacon to the Conſliſtory of the 
Biſhop, from thence to the Ar-' 
ches, then to the Audience, and 
then to the Delegates, ſo from 
the Congregation Presbyreric to 
the Claſſes, from the Claſſes to 
the Provinciall Synod, then to. 
the Nationall. Here is work for 
the Civill Lawyers,to wyer-draw 
a canſe (asa Proftor once ſaid ) 
untill dooms day, if he lived ſo 
long, 


— 
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ef long. Theſe are not ſo likely 
1- | to do good as the ſuperineenden-= 
of} cie of Biſhops , which grew up. 
:d | within the firſt three hundred 
/- 7 years after Chriſt, and were or- 


F 


dained as ( was pretended ) for a. 
remedie againſt Schiſme and He-: 


relie , which yet proved more 


dangerous then the diſeaſe, and 


made way for Antichriſt the 
| head of Prelacie. The Com- 
; miſſion granted by King Henrie 


theeight to the Lord Crumwel!; 


: Fox Afis and Monum. vol. 1. pag. 
'503.to viht the Clergie. And the. 


High-Comiſlion ( Stat. 1. Eliz.. 
' ich» 1. ) granted In the ficlt year. 


of Queen Elizabeths Raign,had 
as great ſhew and Probabilitie of- 


doing good as theſe Claſſes and. 
Synods. And for preſent: IT con-- 
ceive did ſome good : But when 
wicked men became High Com- 
miſſioners, that proved a notable 
ſcourge to-.the godlie of the: 


P. 5 and 4 


|Land: Andſowill your Claſſes. 
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and Synods in a ſhort time(when ! 
wicked and ambitious men get j 
into the chief places and Power) 
prove as bad, if not worſe, be- 
cauſe we” be more then the High * 
Commilloners, who were but * 
ewo and thirtle. And this\' 
through the juſt judgment of | 
God , becauſe theſe Policies are / 
not of his appointment. | 
Pr. by ſhould you (ay ſo ? 
Ph. Becauſe God never ufeth | 
to bleſs means deviſed by man, to | 
accompliſh his work in things 
appertaining to Religion : eſpe- - 
cially when they come in Come- 
qt with thoſe things which 

| hath appointed, when men's | 
poſts are ſet up by God's Poſts, 
or when Go'ds means are laid a- / 
fade. For example, God hath 
ordained his word and the Cen» : 
fares of the Chureh , to keep 
and drive out the profane, and to 
bring them to Repentance and ' 
amendment of life;Inſtead, _—_ 8 
ce 


oO" wy vu 


the State erefted, or rather conti- 
nued from the Papiſts the Spiri- 
tual Courts, or rather Baudie 
Courts whoſe Officers lived upon 


= thebloud of the beſt, and the tin 
; of the worſt. I need not tell you 
} what proht or rather hurt came to 
| all forcs of men by this means. To 
: come alictle nearer to that whieſ 
| hath alittle more ſhew of State- 


Religian:The Parlaments of this 
Nation have made feveral Atts & 


' Ordinances for reformation of 
; Offences againſt profaning of the 
| the Lords, day , and againſt 
" * ſwearing and drunkennefs; but 


the Chaurch-Cenſures have not 


| beenuſed for thoſe ends ; See but 
| theeffet, what good theſe Laws 
; have done , no reformation , 
' much lefs auy repentance: in the 


Delinquents , the puniſh- 


- ments touch not the heart-and | 
foul: But for the preſent, cauſe 
; the finner to rage and raile, and 


ſome to vow to be ayenged of 
of 
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thoſe who accuſe them, and /! 
| ſometo ſin on purpoſe to pro- | 
voke others who are-more griev= | 
ed for their tranſgreſſions then | 
they themſelvs , or becauſe bf | 
the ſlcight puniſhment appointed | 
for expiation of ſuch offences ; 
whereas if Gods waies were ta- | 
Ken up, he would bleſs the fame : 
for the converſion and amend- *' 
ment of ſuch as belonged to him, *' 
and the reſt would eit%er be out- 
 wardly reformed, or at leaſt left 
without excufe : So then if 
tyzeſe things be not of God,l 
ſhall expe& no good from them. 
And can thoſe things which are. 
meerly prudential overtop thoſe 
things-which undoubtedly are of 
divine inſtitution. . The foolifh- 
neſs of God is wiſer then man. 

Pr . Bat you ſaid even now, that 
thoſe who put the Parlament apon 
theſe things , have their . ends and 
aimes in them. What good or profit 
en they bave by. ſuch Claſſes , Sy= 
nods or Appeals ? Ph. 


+ 


mp, 


Lam 
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J Ph. They do much conduce 
7 touphold their double honour 
- | which. they labour fo much 
7 for. 
 Iconceive the chief Engineers 
for contrivance of theſe things 
are the greateſt, and wealthieſt of 
| the pretended Clergie, who have 
: the greateſt power in everie 
- 7 Countie, which they extend to 
, ! theutmoſt, having an oare al- 
moſt in everie boat, and they 
' ? take themſelvs wronged, it they 
/ may not order orcontrive all de- 
+ ſigns, both concerning: peace and. 
| war ': nay and their. projets 
 * reach verie far; take but a: view 
- of the late great delignes, where- 
' *In, beſides their fecret intereſts. 
in particular States-men, which 
they extended far, and wherein 
| they prevailed much : Their 
| publick preaching was almoſt 
nothing but Politicks in-manie 
places; Their fear was ( andyet 
+ is) that the Parlament and-Ar- 
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 Armie complying , would ne 


their great livings and counte 
nance their oppolites more then 


| 


they, and ſo the wheeles of their 
Chariots would fall of. This} 
fear they trarmed the miſerte| 
and danger of the Church (as the 
late Arch-Prieſt Laud. did in a 
caſenor much unlike theirs) And 
theirpraiers and preaching muſt || 
prevent it ( if pothible ) and fur] 
ther their deftigne , which was : 
Firit to raiſe a new war, and then) 
to prepare the fillie people to | 
entertain the Scots ( as avengers| 
of the Covenant ) to perfe@ thar 
debgn which was to ſetup that | 
Government and Platform| 
which they had modelled as neer 
the 4 faſhion as | 
ſtand wich their honour and pro- 
fit, and by their (ubtſtie and. 
earneſineſs they prevailed much 
upon the people, and manie of 
the more religious ſort believed: 
them bork 1 in Citic and Coun- | - 


tric. © 
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ON, trie. During this time they bent 
'Jall their force apainſt Rebels, 
wi Hereticks, Schiſmaticks and Se- 
very aries, which they ſaid did much 
endanger the ChurchC( that is the 
hef Diana of their great Livings. 

ME! Well, it pleaſed God (by part 
! 2 of that Armie of Scaries 
nal whom ſome of theſe men had 
uſt curſed,and ſcoffed at by the name. 


cn! Armie , almoſt miraculouſly ) 


© gle told us, but to root out and 
at / deſtroic the godlie of the Land. 
MN ' Batthe ſnare is broken, and we 
» are delivered,blefied be God ; and 
| there that deſign. ended. Now 
p theſe men: fall' co work afreſh, 
= ' and if you. will believe them, the 
c Hereticks and Se&aries do again 
J- threaten the deſtrution of the 
. Churchof God: and: more hure 
"7 *comesto the Church by theſe 
< Hereticks 
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Hereticks and Se&aries then did}j# 
by all the Marian Perſecution:and 
accordingly the people in manie 
places begin to believe them as 
they did before. But the Cen- 
ter where all their lines meet,and 
the Axis upon which they turn, 
is their honour and protit ;. for | 
for if they can hold their own, | 
they have and will ;have all the | 
beſt livings, all the peoples heads 
under their girdles, and all the | 
power in the Clatles and Sys 
nods : and:fo upon the point #1 
the power of the Countie, and { 
of the whole Common-wealth, | 
and will without doubt reign in 
the Conſciences of all ſorts of : 
nien, and incroach upon the Of 
Temporal power as much as: Pa 
their Predecefſors the- Prelates of 
did before : And this muſt needs | 
eonduce to their honour and 'T1< 
profit. of 

Pr. Alas #t' cannot be conceived (FC 
thet fo learned Orthodox men ſbawld fle 
gime. | 
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d jj aime at ſuch. ends, being for the moſt 
d 4p art godly, painfhl Preacbers- of the 
e word. | 

[ 
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for the moſt part is but reading, 
and their Sermons for the -moſt- 
rt Politicks , either  concern-- 
z3ng Monarchical Government , 
Libertie of the people > Munici- 
pal Lawes,Obedience to Princes,. 
. Foundations of Government , 
' Levying of Warre , disbanding 
of Forces, exalting the Clergie, 
| payment of Tithes, punithing: 
of other men of contrarie Judge- 
ments\under the names of SeCta- 
ries and Schiſmaticks , defence 
,of Claſſes and Synods for poli-- 
tick ends, under pretence of Qr- 
der, defence of their own: Cal: : 
Yi lings 
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lings tothe Minifterie, and other ! 
ſuch like tending to their honor}, 
and profit; Andin effe&t their| 
preaching it ſelt is but a preach-þ, - 
ing of themſclvs, when they tell 
us of the great honor due unto 
them, and of their great labour : 
that they travel as thoſe that, .. 
bring forth labour as the hus- 
bandman, nay as under Rowers F,,; 
in Turkiſh Gallies, from whence 
one ſaid the Metaphor is taken: | 
although there was no Turkiſh 
Gallics within the ſpace of 620! 
years after that was writeent. +... 
And of their honorable mainte- |p,. 
nance which they plead 'for, | 
All which are but meer Policies : þ,., 
and oftentimes wita theſe things q, 
they mingle divinitie, as Thomas gr; 
Aquinas doth Philoſophie. with * . | 
his Schoole divinitie. And apon thi 
the whole matter Preaching is Tie 
made but a trade to ged, money, gh 
and to live by, and the Gonver- 6, 
fion of-dala comes in but as {+ 


- 
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Etbordinate end, to their other 
Advantages. 
Pr. I wonder how you dare thus 
vilifie the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
bey take no more bonour to themſelvs 
hen, the holy Prophets, Apoſtles and 
* buen of God did aſſume; and for their 
painful callings, they ſay no more 
then Paul and otbers of the Apoſtles 
aid : And for their preaching its 
matter of labour , and alwaies 
ounded upon ſume Text of Canont- 
al Scripture. 
Ph. Whar I have faid-is no 
ay diſhonorable to the holy 
Prophets, Apoſtles, Pen-men of 
the holy Scriptures, to whom a- 
* pree all thoſe things properly 
which theſe Policicians Fully and 
 arrogantly take to themſelvs. 
|. Firſt for honour, - it ſtood in 
[this chat they were the Secreta. 
 'ries of almightie God, and of 
the Lord Chriſt, the unerring 
'Scribes and Pen-men of the holy 
Ghoſt, holy men of God, and 


arc 


- 
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are all in heaven. And for their! 
Jabours I refer you to a Cata- 
logue of them , left recorded by 
the holy Apoſtle Paul. 2 Corinth. 
6. 5. 11. 23. &c. Butabove all 
their labours there : mentioned, 
behold the ſufferings. who ( as 
the Prophets did) moſt of them 
laid down their lives for the 
Lord and his Chriſt, and for that 
truth of God which they deliver- 
ed. 37, 38. Hebr. 11.36, Where 
are any of theſe men who dare 
ſay this honour belongs to them, 
they have undergone theſe la- 
bours, or have ſuffered thus for 
the Lord Jeſus. his. Cauſe or 
truth, 

All they can ſay , is, that they 
are Miniſters of the Goſpel , 1 
wiſh that were true, from my ve- 
rie ſoul if it benot, but 1 doubt 
the moſt part of theſe men-make 
merchandize of the Goſpel,. and 
in , managing thereof uſe-as ma- 
rye fleights and deceits-of men, 
as 


heirs others do in ſecular Callings, 
ata. (carrying all their buſines aloft 
d byÞn a myſterie that they may be 
inth,Jaccounted Oracles ; and will 
e al[ have everie one bound to be- 
ned, }lieve all they deliver, how falſe, 
C as|frothie, and erroneous ſoever, be- 
hem ;cauſe their Text is a part of the 
theiſholy Canonical Scriprure, but a 
that jgreat part of their Sermon no 
ver- {Kin unto it: but compoſed to 
herejfurther their own honour and 
dace profit. 
em, | Pr. You talh of manie ſleights 
» Jas Jand deceits which they uſe in their 
for | Miniſterie, 1 pray what are they 2 
» or Pb. I could tell you manie: 
Jburt | will only name two of theſe 
they 1mens leights ( beſides what I 
, I ;have alreadie pointed at ) which 
 ve- tend much to their eaſe and pro- 
abe/-fic, and areinvented of late. 
ake') . Pr. IVbat are thoſe ? | 
and - Ph, Thefiſtis this, when they 
ma- are young and have little or no- 
xn, | thing to do, They make thema 
as | common 
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common place book of the Bodid y 
of Divinitie (as young a h 
make them a common place 
of the Law ) And this they _ e1 
ther out of ſuch wricings as ſuit] a1 
beſt with their genius or fancie | a1 
the moſt fantaſtical, who would ſc 
be counted moſt Jearned , col-; 
Ie& it out of the Schoole-men 
(a ſort of rotten Divines)and Fa- 
thers, eſpecially Origen. The} 
{uperſtitious out of School-men,} 
Poſtillers, and other Friars ; the} 
moſt diſcreet and ſober out of! 
the writings of modern Di-; 
vines , aS Perkins, Ameſins,, 
Chemniſims, Muſculus , Calvinus, 
Urſfinus, Voſſius , Beza , Rivet, ip: 
Weames, Peter Martyr , Piſcator,\n 
and ſuch like. The more igno- 'd 
rant ſort make u'e of Boyce's his 
Poſtills , or colle& a comp || 
nis of Sermons , either as'\n 
they hear them preached : or as 'h 
they think fit to cull themour of, t 
the great ſtore of Engliſh Books, | 
which | b; 


& I 
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li which are ineverie place to be 
TY had. And this may be ſome two 
ory years work , and that is time 
ay enough : when this is done they 
ty are readie for a Church: Living, 
ez] and without doubt (as one of the 
Id} ſons of the Prophets _) have an 
[-; eſpecial calling to preach. T hen 
they come from the Univerhtie, 
and bring wich them the cnrſe of 
{Elie's houſe, crouching to iome 
or other to put them into the 
{Prieſts Office, that they may eat 
a morſel of bread ( havea Living 
I-3to maintain them and keep from 
;want) or uſe their friend Symon 
Magw his wi(dom to ſhew an ap- 
_paricion of Angels, and by that 
1means wrap for a thouſand bo- 
dies and ſouls of men or more or 
's Jeſs as (their purſe will ſpeak. - 
= || Well, the bargain is made, the 
$.;man Is approved of, rung into 
$ :his Church, and gives great hope 
f thathewill be a peaceable man, 
, #anduſe the Pariſhioners well - 
y the 
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their Tithes. And ſo falls toſp, 
preaching ſo ſoon as he hath had|q, 
ſufficient time to fit himſelf, rg, 
ſatisfiethe humours of his audiy,y 
torie ( which is a main Poli,q 
cie at the firit. ) And to this pur4,, 
pole ( it he have not his Ser4 
mons alreadie written) he takes al, þ. 
a Text ſutable to his commonh; ; 
place,upon which he will preach 
and writes his Sermon in al; 
Book verbatim. Then when hef a, 
comes up into the Pulpit; in. 
ſtead of preaching he reads hig,, 
Text, and all his Sermon out off, 
his paper Book , which, ſome-J,F 
times for the credit of his Cauſe, 
is bound up like a Bible ; And, 
this is the pains he takes, and isHh 
as confident that he diſchargcths 
his dutie as it he exerciſed all the}; 
gifts of the Spirit : and this Ser-\;, 
mon ſerves for twentie Texts be- 
Ing reduced to his common place: * 
This courſe the moſt learned and %q, 
Orthodox amongſt the rigid}ig, 

Presbyterials 3 
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tOſPresbyterials ( whom I know ) 
adidotake from day to day , ſome 
tOmaking better Sermons then 0- 
lichers ; but generally all are tack- 
lied wich theſe diſcales of idleneſs 
IJand hypocrilie in this reſpeR. 
ITThe idleſt and moſt unlearned 
 Jreade over their tasks of Sermon, 
having but a certain number 

as | have ſeen proved upon 

Joath ) and then begin again : 
EJAnd 1 once heard one that lately 
tHiwas a Minifter in London, charge 
another that he never ſtudied, but 
Mon Saturdaie night wrote out 
"ofa book half an houres matter, 
Fand then reade it in the Pulpit 
con the Lords day , and another 
| hat he thought not of his Ser- 
ce 


mon untill, the bell ringed. 
And yet all theſe men in my 


| 


*Kknowledg paſs for conſtant 
-;preaching Miniſters, and net- 
- ther Readers of Homilies nor 
1 dumb Readers of the old faſhi- 
fon ; Whereas indeed they that. 
3 G thus 
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thus read, are either 1uch as with 
the evil Servant and floathtull, 
hide their Talent in the Earth, 
or are not Miniiters of the Go-| 
ſpel, not being apt to teach, and 
{o not of Gods ſending , and 
without repentance ſhall have a” 
reward according to theſe works. þ 
Pr. It may be ſome mens memo= Hy; 
ries be ſhort, and have need of helps ;/| 
| take this to be no great fault : If 
the other ſleight you ſpeak of be like | 
4 » 1 ſhall make no great matter jy 
0] zt» ; 
Ph. There is a vaſt difference hy 
between walking with a ſtaff, to # 
ſtay a man if he ſhould {lip, and 
going upon crutches without 
legs : the ſame proportion is be-'{ 
eween reading a Sermon, and ha- gh! 
ving fome notes for help, it need Dj 
be; the laſt may be allowed, but jj 
the firſt is no more then a childs his 
work , who can reade without dy 
the exerciſe of pther gifts. And ihe 
the dumb dogs of*this laft wr rea 
who | 
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| who are caſhiered , were judged 
| fby all learned men to be no Mini- 
»ſters of the Goſpel for that very 
- Freaſon. And to defend themſelves 
they were conſtrained to hold 
dſithat reading is preaching. 
a"- Pr- There zs ſomthing to that pur- 
« (poſe, Aﬀts 15. Moſes is preached be- 
png read in the Synagogue every Sab- 
3 Bath day. And when it's ſaid, As 
fo. 7. Paul continued preaching 
e Cat Trogs ) untill midnight, the 
T Ford fignifieth homilizing : Tts not 
Fertain what Sermon hee repeated, 
Whether bzs own or ſome others. 
: Ph. This indeed I heard once 
from a learned min ; and it is 
he Argument of Do@&or Heilen 
{ a Geographer of more learning 
- then conſci-nce )) a ſaperſticious 
d Pivine Bat it's a ſhame for any 
Miniſter of the Goſpel to take for 
* His refuge ſuch a Burrow of a 
t dunce. To what end go you to 
d ke Univeriiey, onely to learn to 
» Fead? Foranlwer to theſe Texts, 
di G 2 ro 


v 


» 


164. The Presbyteric 


to that AGs 15.1 confeſle in a ge-} 
nerall ſenſe reading is preaching, 

that is, declaring, or ſhewinp 
iorth , or publiſhing , but when! 

it's applied to the Miniſter, it is 

taken in a ſtrict ſenſe, for read-}j 
ing and giving the ſenſe, or ex-; 
pounding anſwerable to Ezra's| 
reading the Law,NeÞ.8.3,4,8.and} 
{o it muſt be underitood ; which 
preaching is alſo called teachings 
or prophecying ; to which that} 
a man may be fit, he muſt be 17m. 
3-2. aptto teach, and able to di-j 
vide the Word of truth aright,j 
2 Tim.2 15. toanatomize, As iti 
were to lay open every vein,joint; 
and finew. And touching that oy 
Paul, The word is likewiſe in-3 
differently uſed for preaching or! 
rehearling 3 but it's a ſenceleſſe? 
thing to conceive, that Paul ha-!: 
ving extraordinary gitts of Pro-* 
pheſie and Revelation, beſides or-'s 
dinary gifts hit for the Miniſterys; 
would lay all a{ide, and betake! 
| himj 
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{him to another mans Sermon, 
| and become a pattern of idleneſſe 
Pl co all dunces to the end of the 
"58 world. But becauſe no ſuch Ser- 
| mon appears, we mult preſume 
| he ſpake as the Spirit gave him 
7 utterance. It our Miniſters had 
4 Pauls ſpiric and gifts then they 
{ would ſure be aſhamed of ſuch 
J reading. 

Pr. What ix that other ſleight (45 
_ you call it ) of the- Miniſters, with 

7 which you finde fault 2 
'S Ph, It 1s their removing from 
7 place to place, for none other 
2y cauſe but eaſe and profit. 

8 Pr. Howcanthat be, removing is 
chargeable, and the ſaying ix , The 
rowling ſtone gathers no moſs ; and 
it's alſo painful and troubleſom. 

Ph. Its true, it is ſo to other 
men who remove upon neceſſity, 
; . or upon hard termes,as they do 
when they over-buy their Lj- 
' vings; for ſome of them are ne- 
7 ver able to give adog a cruſt of 

N CG 3 their 
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their own afterwards. But the 


moſt take a wiſer courſe, never 
ro remove but to a greater Li- 


ving, or for ſome great advantage} 
one way or other : and upon eve-} 
ry remove commonly they endea- | 
vour to take the Summers profits ! 
of both Livings, or get ſome os || 


ther help to bear charges. How- 


ſoever they have commonly no 


lofſe in removing: and for the 


moſt part they double or treble 3 


their Revenue : And if not, they | 
have this benefit, That when. all | 
their old' Sermons are read over, # 
which 1s commonly done in two, | 


three or foure years, and ſome- 
times ſooner , then they are all 


new in a new Living; and then- © 


they conhd-:ntly ſay them over 
again , which doth abundantly 
fave their pains, and afford them 
leiſure to overice their Tythes, to 
build, plant, take their-cafe and 


pleaſure, or follow any other im- - 


ployment belceming th. ir quali- 
tics 


wy 
{A 
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hefties and conditions, And this is 
erflihe other ſhi;t of which I told 
1- By Ou. 

Now ] havegiven you my rca- 
& Sons wheretore | conceive theie 
x #110 of ſo great honour and cce- 
es {dit intend no reformation . And 
» that their pride and covetuoul- 
- fineſſe abſolutely hindereth the 
o ffame more then any thing in the 


Pr. 1/hy ſheuld you not think they 
L intend Reformation, have they not 
d ſubmitted to the Ordinances of Par- 
liament injoyning, Reformation, and 
\ conformed themjelves ſo far as the 
| State bath appointed, and what hath 
8 been done by the Parliament, hath been 
 @ done upon the Aſſemblies advice, un- 
\ leſſe it be in ſome frw particulars. 
Pl, I confeſſe the Aſſembly 
” hath done ſon« thing which 18 11 
 effet as good as nothing, it we 
re{t there ; and it may be oblerved 
' they have not aCted any thing e- 
gain their. honour and prokit. 
| (3 4 | Fre 


168 The Presbyterie | 
Pr. Why ſay you ſo ? ſhew melt 
bow or wherein that may appear. ,& 
Pb. I ſhall eaiily do that in ma-Y ay 
nie particulars. w 
I. Firit they have renounced 
the Prelacie beiny a curb to them, | ]; 
and obfcuring their magnifi-) B 
cence, and ſom? ſay they werele 
Antichriſtian, Buc they detendfin 
their Callings trom them lJeafſtY$S 
they ſhould be accounted no Mi- Þ{ 
n!(ters. in 
2. Secondly , they have left p 
the Ceremonies as unprofitable } 
but they retain their Popiſh of- Fr 
ferings. 3 
3. They give over reading and jg 
praying at the grave, for which {| 
they hadnothing ; but for their fo 
fee they will make you a Funeral t 
Oration. \f 
4-Fourthly,they tel yo they de- *r 
firethe Call of God and his peo- 
ple to their Livings : bat if they 7 
can get the Patrons-preſentation, i 
or the Committee for plundered |, ( 
Miniſters 7 
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meEMiniſters Order : they will fight 
- for icere they will leav it, let God 
a-Yand his people ſay what they 
will. 
edl 5. Fiftly they are content to 
P, Flay aſide the Common Prajer- 
-!Book, and reading Homilies as 
'e {emptiz formes and nurſes of idle- 
diineſs, but they will reade all their 
tg Sermons, manie of which are 
= {fcarce ſo good as ſome of the Ho- 
 Emilies. Vide Homilie againſt the 
© {peril of Idoſatrie. 
35% 6. Sixthly they will not buy 
- Ftwo Livings , and fo become 
JPluralifs, for ſomerimesthe bar- 
| Jgain is hard and too dear; But 
| Ethey will cak> take three Livings 
' Zor places during the Sequeſtra- 
{tions (fo they can have them 
{freely) which may continue du- 
"ring their lives. 
* 7. Sevenihly, they at leaſt 
zmoit of them put no difference: 
Mm admitti ng tothe Lords Table 
4 (although the Parlament have 
_-.-- G5 enjoyned - 
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enjoyned ſome to be debarred 
leaſt thoſe debarred ſhould 'be 
thought to be none of thieir 
theep, and ſo they looſe their Ea- 
fier offerings and Tithes. But 
they are content to complie with 
the heads of the Pariſh in their | 
Veſtrie to. keep out the poor | 
and others not of their fa&tion, 
and ſo ( inconceit) ſeparate the 
precious from the vile , who 
might-make liead againſt then. 
, 8. Eightly, they leave of can- | 
jog the Corps to be preſented in | 
in che Church ; Buc they will } 
have the Corps preſent or mor-. 
tnarie 3; or What covers the 
corps, where the Law will give 
it them. 
9. They ſay, the Church and 
Chancell ( regarding the matee | 
rials) have no holineſs in them, | 
and they account it ſnperſtitious.} 
to hold otherwiſe ; But you jj - 
hall neither lift up axe nor ham- }] 
me to break the ground, eſpe- if 
| cially 
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cially in the Chancel , unleſs 
you pay to the Parſon a Jarge 
Fee, beſides what will repair the 
ground , and then you may bu- 
rie the dead as high as the Altar 
Place. 

10. Tenthly they are content 


{ tbat the Altar ſmelling of 1d6la- 


trie ſhould be taken away : But 
_ expe&t the gift or offering 
called the Altaraye ; nſed to be 
offered at the Altar. 

xt. Eleventhly, they ſcruple 


| Cand fomehave refuſed) to bap- 
| tize the children of fttangers by 
58 whom they have no profit ; bnt 


they will baptize all the chil- 
dren whoſe Parents live within 


| their Pariſh ( being offered witte- 
#5 in the Church) leaſt chey thoufd 


ne OTB BA”. 4; 
» th " 


ſeente ro be none of cheir flock, 
and ſo they looſe their fleece. 
12. Twelvethly , they have 


| laid atide {their ſuperſtitious 


f Proceſion ; Bute they mnſt pre- 
| ferve their perambnlation walk 


and 
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and limits of the Pariſh, les: 
they looſe anie of their. tithes. 

13+ Thirteenthly,. they. cryed 
down the High Commillion, asf 
a Rack for mens conſciences; 
and yet they will needs be ſpirt- 
tuall Judges and Commiſſio-F| 1 
ners of Appeal too , ſo that. they j in 
( Pope like ) may have the- ſoleſſ ſte 

Power and the Laietie may have 
nothing to do there. [; 
I. Fourteenthly , they will} ul 
Petition for an augmentation to || g 
be granted to them by the name ||| f 
of the Miniliers, &c. And yet} © 
for advantage. you. may be per- || f 
mitted to call them Parſons, Vir | | 
| 


cars, Curates and Prieſts : And 

in concluſion whatſoever is bur- 
denſome , and tends neither to | 
their honour or profit that they |! 
are willing to part with all. ' 
Bur if any thing conduce to el- } 
ther of thoſe ends that they; re- | 
tain, q 
I have now.ſhewed you. in | 
ſome | 
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ſome ſort the Charaer of theſe 


others may know your ſelves 


before. 

Pr. Do you believe that all theſe 
-# wen ſin againſt their own conſciences 
7 in what they do in their Mints 
P 


ſterie, | 
Ph. 1 donot ſay fo, nor do 
[believe ſo : but rather think 
that manie amongſt them. are 
| godly men who through incon- 
|| fideratenels ( taking things of 
| truſt from. the chief aftors and 
forward men; and ſome meerly 
| through. hmplicitie being wil- 
ling ( as everie man is) to be 
perſwaded of the lawfalneſs of 
* ſuch things as ſerve for their 
7 temporal good, eſpecially being 
2 controverted, and fo manie ſyb- 
{ til heads , ſome reputed for 
* godly men imployed to defend 
7 them ) have fallen into ( or ra- 
{ therbeen miſkd up at the Uni- 
| verſitie 


Reformers,. to. the end you and 


and your fraternitie better-then . 
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vetſitie in) thefe fins and- cor- 
ruptions ; and. thercupon they 
retaine the taſte of that whete- 
with they were firſt ſeaſoned: 
everie man being unwilling to 
be acconnted imprudent;which is 
arg ued by making retratations 
of former crrours , and being 
alſo ſuſpicious and loath to.en- 
tertaine ahy new cuſtotne ,. or 
to decline trom the Traditions 
of their Anceſtors : eſpedally if 
they were reputed wiſe and lear- 
ned. And that is the reaſon why 
the Ceremonies and other cor- 
ruptions in worſhip and Diſci- 
pline which are Jately aboliſhed 
ſtuck ſo long upon as they did, 
namely, becauſe Cranmer, Lati- 

mer, Ridley , Hooper , and othet 


learned godly men left them to | 
us at the beginning of Refor- 


mation : although all thoſe who 
left e hem did not approve of 
them ( Vide Fox is & Mon. vol, 


3- pa. 146, 147. ) nor intended | 
they | 


r-fthey ſhould continue , but that 


y 
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there ſhould be a further Re- 
formation , as appears by the 
verie Rubrick of King Edwards 
Common Prater-Book : and 
theſe had been ſoone aboliſhed 
but for the. reaſons aforeſaid, 
And becauſe the Prelates grew 
worſe and worſe, as al] men. do 
C who walk in an evill way) 
until they return. | 

Pr. But what courſe 3s meſt pro« 
bable and likely to-bring on a Refor=- 
mation. 

Ph. Truly-not to believe men. 
that are intereſted : and eſpec- 
cially ſuch who have hitherto 
laboured to drive on their own. 
deligns of honour: and profit, 


| and are guided by principles of 
4 pride axd covetouſneſe : as the 


Ringleaders of the eſtabliſhed 
pretended Clergie are : who 
fearing to loſe their fat mor- 
ſels (as a godly man faid ) for 
their. little labour , abuſe the 
State 
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State with falſe ſurmiſes and pre-ſ[t!© 
tences of Reformation whichÞ'8 


they will never accompliſh- 
Pr. Why ? This famous Aſfem- 


blie of learned Divines bave long 
conſulted about the affairs of the 
Houſe of God, and have propoundedF 
to the Parlament waies of Reforma- 
tion , and where it ſticks T cannor 1 


tell. 
Pr. I had almoſt ſaid, the 


Mountains have - travelled and þ 


brought forth a mouſe. IT wiſh 


for their good , manie of them | 
had leſs learning upon conditi- | 


on they had more conſcience 
and honeſtie : And that ſome Pa- 


the multitude in their opt- 


wage (who would not be lead. 
y 


nion ; but convince them ſound- | 
Iy, not by Philoſophie bur by | 


the word of God) were amongſt 
them chem, to {fir up thoſe that 
are (incerely godlie, who I doubt 


are but tew'; and thoſe wearted' 


out with- the noiſe. of- the mul- 
titude 


ticude of them who vex their 
righteous-ſouls from day-to day 
by their ungodlie deeds. And 
1 fſ{herefore not to trouble you 
Purther, I muſt tell you I do 1o 
ar diſpair (not of any Synod, 
Rs one of the Fathers ſaid, but) 
_ of this Afſſemblie their doing 
rſany good in point of Reforma=- 
jon, That 1 hope and expeCt 

» Shortly that the ks will 
| Binde cauſe to ſend them away 
. Ffrom Weſtminſter , with a charge 
. ſto preach abroad in the Coun- 
ties , to leave Politicks. and 
preach Chriſt, and fo endeavonr 
o preparethe people for Refor- 
-Þnation , where their preaching 
may ſurely do more good then 
their State-Policie can do at 
Wefminſter : And when that is 
done- ( if the Parlament by fa- 
ſting and Praier will ſolemnly 
ſeek and conſult with God, and. 
then adviſe. with ſuch godly and 
learned men, who are no way 


ingaged 


= < 
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ingaged as formerly was done inf] th 
the dajes of King Edward theflw 
ſixc, when Paulus Phagins , Mar-{ne 
tin Bucer, and Peter Martyr , andfp: 
other firangers were ca'Jed intofet 
England tor that purpo'e whoſnj 
never received the mark of thefſf 
Beaſt) then I doubt nor but taſbe 
ſcea Reformation to ſome pur-#t 
poſe. and not before. 

Pr. JYell, however let as not looſe 
that we bave. to ſeek, for that which 
it may be we ſhall never bave; our wi 
Pariſhes are true viſible Churches (7 
of Chriſt , and ſo confeſſed by the fyvl 
Miniſters of New England, and by 
Mr. Cotton in particular. 

Ph. Ic may be ſome Minifters 
of New- England will (ay as mach: 
as you ſay, yet that doth not þ: 
make your Pariſhes true viſtble 
Churches. As for Mr. Cotton, 
he refuſed to take typon him the þ 
C harye of any Pariſh-Church, - 
and upon that ground, feparated. 


and renounced his Calling from 
the 


the Biſhops divers years before he 
went to New-England,. Lichfords 
= news Page 7+ 8. & 22. And the 
idfiprattiſe at New-England , ſhew- 
tofeth that they are not of our opi- 
nion; forall the people profe(- 
ſing Chriſtianitie are not mem- 
bers of the viſible Church , but 
Each as are admitced as Church- 
Members. 

Pr. Fell, what ever ſome others 
bink in all places -in this Land 
where Pariſhes are divided , there is 
ither a lawfull Miniſter , or one 
who ſtands in place of ſuch who in 
ome degree preacheth , or at leaſt 

publiſheth ( by reading) the word of 
s $God, and adminiſtreth the Sacrc 
rSnents to the people + therefore in cha- 


"Pitze they ought to be accounted the 
* (Chr.rcb of God. 

| Pb. The divifion of Pariſhes, 
Sndſuch a Miniſterie and Ordi- 
Mancesas you ſpeak of , are not 
/Buthcient to give the Pariſh Con- 
pregation the denomination of 
a. 
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a viſible Church of Chriſt. For 
then muſt almoſt all tae Congre- C 
gations under the Papacie be vi* 
fible Churches : for amongſt # 
them the Pariſhes are divided,and}*” 
fo they were in England almoſt 
340. before any Reformation : 
And thoſe Popifh Congregatti br 
ens had the word of God dailieſ© 
read : nay and preached con- 
ſtantly, andexpounded tn manie ( 
places by their Friers and Poſiily |, 
lers-, as' may be ſeen by their , 
works in - Print ; Nay, and thei 
verie Maſs-Books have much off 
the word of God in them : al * 
though moſt miſerably corrupt- 
ed, and mingled with their own 
inventions. They have alſo had 
both Sacraments amongſt the 
Papiſts for a long time, and have 
yet at leaſt. Calvin. Inſtit. I. 4. ca 
3- Sed. 17. Baptiſme ( minglec 


which the Crofs is the worſt ) 
a nd ſome other footſteps of a true + 
Church 
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Church. And if theie had made 
ji.Ja Congregation a true Church, 
MN poore Penry was unwiſe to pub- 
+ Fiſh that a great part of J/ales 
\a never had the face of a Church 
of Chriſt, the Pariſhes being di- 
| vided, and the Churches furniſh- 
ed with ſuch a Miniſierie , and 
Ordinances as you ſpeakoft. Yet 
- { (he and others ) have formerly 
1 | charged the State with refuſin 
- | the Goſpel, and rejeCting Chriſt 
- | and his pure worthip, in as much 
J as there was no Reformation, 
although it coſt him and others 
| their lives for their boldnes. Er- 
tri. Cook. Fudit. pa. 352. 

S Pr. You ſpeak of dark Corners 
of the Land, as if none were in bet- 
Þ} ter condition : you may finde amongſt 
the manie thouſand Pariſhes of this 
Nation , manie viſible Churches 
of Chriſt, and n.3 ne in particular. 

|. Pb. I doubt not but there are 
| manie viſible Churches of Chriſt 
1 in this Common-wealth , and 
rrue 
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true Miniſters of Chriſt Iawful- 
ly called. Bntwhen I pray you 
became your Pariſh to be a true 
viſible Church of Chrilt. 

Pr. My Pariſh hath been a viſ#ble 
Cburch ever fince it was inſtituted, 


aud the Church founded ; you know 


2ot the contrarie, and therefore ought 
to admit it,baving ſo continued beyond 
the memorie of man until this day. 


Ph. When was your Chuach' 


founded? 

Pr. Tex your ſelf have confeſſed 
that the Goſpel was planted in Eng- 
land , before Poperie came to-its 
beight , and the CMiniſterie and 
Churches were then ſetled , and 


had ſucceſsion from the Apoſtles 


daies : ſhew me when the Succeſsion 
failed. 

Ph. IfI ſhould admic the place 
that you call Church , viz. the 
meeting Placeto. have been buile 
before Poperie, yet this proves 
not that the Congregation is a 
viſtble Church : your ſucceſſion 
| hath 


hindering Reformation. 18 3 


(hath had ſeveral interruptions 


U 
ec 


e 
| 


. 
J 
f 


and diſcontinuance. 

Firſt, it is to be conſidered 
that the whole Current of Hi- 
ftorte agree that the Romans 
commanded the better part of 


-[Brittaine from the time of Fl 


lins Ceſar until Theodoſivs the 
younger, which was almoſt five 
hundred years ; and the tenth 


FPerſecation about 337. years 


after Chriſt , during which 
time there were not above five 
of the Emperours who were 
either Chriitians , or ſhewed 
favour to Chriltians , but ges 
nerally all che reſt firſt or aft 
in their times were . wicked 


IPerſecutors , Heathens and -wor- 


ſhippers of Idols, ſome of 
which by exquifite Torments 
waſted the Churches of Chriſt, 
aud drove -the Profeſſors into 
corners , they not daring to 
meet. in publick. When the Ro- 


man Empire was broken , or 
at 


194 The Presbyterie * 
at leaſt was grown to an ebb; 
the Saxons inyaded this Ifland, 
and ' abont the. year foure hun 
dred and fiftie the Brittaing 
were beaten into Wales by Gor 
mundus , and thence grew the 
great Colledge of Moncks at 


ra 


/ 
ſu 
th 
n 
Id 
Et 


Bangor, with whom Auſtin con-{/! 


tended. 


And the Saxons as : well as} 


the Romans were Heathens, 


and had their Idol Prieſts , 


Flammins , and Acch-Flam- 
mins ( like the Jate Biſhops 
and Arch-Biſhops for dignitie 
and Power ) and theſe. conti- 
nued until about fix hundred 
years after Chriſt : where is now 
your Succeſſion ? 

Pr. But yet there were manie 
faithful Chriſtians , both Pa- 
ſtors and others in the worſt 
times , and T could tell you of ma- 
nie who ſuffered Martyrdome for 
Chriſt's cauſe in this Nation ; and 
if we cannot prove Succeſſion, it is 
rather 


ſic 
bc 


bYrather for want of the light of Hi- 
d,ſtorie, then for that there were ng 
nf ſuch Churches or Paſtors. Never- 
ns] theleſs from the time of the aboliſh- 
reſing of the Heathens Hterarchie, and 
ie Jdolatrie which was done by King 
at] Ethelbert above a thouſand years 
1þ ſince : we have a verie fair Succeſ- 

ſton. 
ff Ph. This indeed manie of you 
s, boaſt of, but ic makes little for 
Iyour purpole, To omit to 
| ſpeak of the miſerie brought up- 
$1 on this Land, and the decay of 
ef the true Religion by meanes of 
ji the incurſions, or rather Con- 
dj queſts of the Saxons and Danes 
vi after Ethelberts time. It is cer- 

tain , 'and you cannot denie lt, 
el that all your ſacceſſons both 
of Miniilterie and Pariſh- 
}1 Churches came from your Mo- 
.| ther the Chaucrch, or rather the 
Whore of Rome , who had all 
at her devotion until Kiny Hen- 
rie the eight drove out th: Pope 
and kept Poperie, H Cath, 
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Cath. Divine An. Caudreyj P 
Caſe. P. 108. ro9g. Bed. !, x. Hiſt. *' 
_ Cle 22. © 27. w 
r. Well, its true, that for about C 
five hundred years, untill the Refor+ 
mation began , the Biſbop of Rome ** 
uſurped autboritie over the Charch|C< 
of England; but yet all did not fub-|®" 
mit alike : ſome faithfull men eſcap+| 
ed both Miniſters and” people 3 as*'< 
John Wickliff and bis followers fo 
perſecuted by the name of Lollards, 4 
who orew + in great number » event 
in our (ountrie about two hundred|* © 
years before the Reformation.® 
From which time of Reformation you 
cannot denic , but that my Pariſh Ep 
in particular hath heen a true viſt- 23 
kle Church : where there bat 
been a competent number of faitbfulſ | 
people , and a Miniſter who claim-ceq 
ed nothing from Rome : for the;f 
Popes Supremacie w.s aboliſhed bhe 
King Henrie the eight as you nowftin 
ſaid. | 
Ph. If the rejeting of the 


Popes 


+ Popes Supremacie make youp 
; | Pariſha true Church, then like- 

wiſe arethe moſt of the Popiſh 
| Congregations of Frauce true 
| Churches ; for they likewiſe 
je have rejeted or refuſed to re- 
| ceive the Popes Supremacie , 
.Jand have not received the Coun- 
cel of Trent; but have had a 
x{Pope(a Cardinal) of their own 
-;ffor manie years paſt. And Car- 
s (dinal Richelieu ( called a Prince 
poof the Church ) was as great 4 
JIPope as Yilliam Laud late Prelate 
1.4of Canterburie. 


I Marc. de wulſon des Libert- de'l 
ſ Epliſe Gallicane. lib. 3. pas 233« 


- 


$234 235- 


ul Pr. You cannot denie the Suc- 
Icefion of faithful Miniſters , which 
Yif- you admit , you muſt alſo admit 
the Succeſsion of Churches ſince the 
tim? of Reformation. 

Ph. Far-your Succeſſion its a 
H 2 mear 
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mear dream, If at any time there 
was no viſible Pariſh- Churches, 
then was there no Paſtors o 
thoſe Churches : for although 
there may be a viſible Church 
without a Paſtor ( as when the 
Paſtor dieth the Church is not 
unchurched ) yet can there be 
no Paſtor of a Church unleſs 
there be ſuch a Church in be 
ing And for your Succeſſion 
fince the laſt pretended Reforma 
tion , it was interrupted in 
Queen Aaries daies , when : 
Popiſh Prieſt was your Prede 
ceſlor , who had his autoritie 
from the Biſhop, who was 
Papiſlt and held of the Pope, | 
could tx] you their names ! 
nced were. And neither tha 
Prieſt or any of his Succeſſors 
ever fince have had any othe 
calling , or Ordination , but 
from the Biſhops as long as the) 
were 5s 1 
- Pr. If this were true kia 
: Succeſſion, 


Succeſſion, yet you cannot denie but 
that we have th? word and Sacra- 
ments; and a compante of faithful 
Chriſtians communicating in thoſe 
hl Ordinances under a faithfull Pas 
| ſtor , are a viſible Church of 
Chriſt. 

Ph. Touching the Word and 
G6} Sacraments , I have alreadie gi- 
ven you an anſwr , and in- 
deed the Papiſts and almoſt, 
14 all Hereticks pretend as you 
io do , and have the word a- 
mongft them, and their Mini- 
ſters or Prieſts have as ordefly a 
Calling and Ordination as 
yours have, andyet this makes 
them not the true viſible 
Churches of Chrilt , as all you 
do acknowledg. | 
Pr. I do not conceive that the 
Papifts bave either the Word or 
Sacraments amongſt them for that, 
the word is ſo corrupted by their 
falſe Gloſſes and Tranſlations , that 
its made a leaden. rule to be bowed 
H 3 everie 
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for upbolding their ſuperſtitions; 
and their ſervice is in Lative which 


the common people underſtand not. 


And for the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſme , it bath ſo manie additions 
that the Nature of it is deſtroied. 
And for their Miniſterie , they are 
profeſſed Papiſts and adverſaries 
to Chriſt in all his Offices. 


Ph. I do confeſs their Mini-| 


ſters are nv» Miniſters of Chriſt, 
but lims of Antichriſt in re- 


| _ of their Callings : yet 1 
0 


not condemn them all as 
Reprobates no more then I do 
Pope Greporie the great, Thomas 
« Krmpsis, Ferws, Stella , and ©6- 
ther their Preachers , whom I 
think to have been godly and 
devout men in their times. And 
for corrupting the Scriptures, 
if putting falſe Glofſes upon 
them , make Gods word: ceale 
to be Gods word, then are yau 
Formaliſts deeply guiltie ; = 
ce 


everie way to ſerve their own thrn 


Arn 
fi; 
ich 
1] # 
Pp» 
ms 
d. 
re 
es 


Kr Bonds omen, He Din. i 


| minably corrupt : and yet you 
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the vulgar Tranſlation is abo- 


| thers by the Tewporall Power 


allowed it, and manie of you 
uſed it tranſlated in the Jlate Ser- 
vice-Book. And all that you 
alledge for your ſucceſſion of 
Miniſterie and viſible Churches, 
your Claſſes , Councels and 
Synods , their autoritie over 
other Churches compelling o- 


tc believe and worſhip God as 
they ſee beſt, is in effe& grounded 
upon or agreeing with the corrupt 
Gloſſes , and notes of the Rhe- 
miſts upon the New Teſtament, 
and other popiſh Authors , and 
thence fetched by the Nate For- 
maliſts to defend themſelves a- 
gainſt the Puretans. And for 
the Latine Service, it is much 
like our Organ Anthems , both 
edifying alike,and the one as to]- 
lerable as the other. See the old 
Protefant and New Formalift. Pa. 
36. 37. Aud concerning the 

H 4 Papitſts 
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Papiſts addition of Cream, Salt, 
Spittle, &c. to the Sacrawent 
ot Baptiſme. 1 conteſs the addi- 
tion wicked and abominable, 
and yet no worſe haply , nor fo 
bad as the Croſs ( which you 
received and uſed ) for that 
ſerves to bleſſe, or rather con» 
jure all thereft, and is honored 
with Divine honour, and an 
holie - daie appointed for 1t. 
And yer I muſt te]l you that 
with one conſent you allow of 
this Sacrament adminiſtered 
by the Papiſts ( who do not 
adminiſter it but with theſe ad» 
ditions ) to be a true Sacrament : 
And you hold that thoſe who 
were baptized by Papiſts are not 
to be rebaptized. at; 

Pr. For my part I have aſt off 
theſe corruptions,, and am conſtant 
to thoſe principles tending to Re- 
formation , which others my Reve- 
rend Brethren of the Clergie have 
approved of, and I am now © about t0.. 


ſet 


ſet up the Government of Chriſt in 
my Parifh. 

Ph. I fally underſtand your 
deſigne, you and your fellowes 
intend the old. ( but not the old- 
eſt way of pretended Reformati- 
on, wherein you ſhuffle and cut 
as faſt as Hocus Pocus , and your 
proceedings are ſo. ridicalous 
that everie indifferent capacitie 
hath light enough through 
your figleaves to ſee your naked- 
neſs. | 

Pr. Wherein are we gpuiltie of 
ſuch ſhufling., or why are we ſo ridi= 
go, 2 F 


| culous ? 


Ph. Iniyour proceedings for 
upholding your Pariſhes , you 
pretend one thing , viz Refor- 


. | mation : but your endand de 


ſrgneis' to avoid the danger of" 
looſing your: Livings, in'cafe" 
the ' Pariſhes ſhould. be. dil" 
folded; © * 

Pr. 1 know nothing we do for 
which 'we - can be juſtly -cenſured;-: 
393.) H 5 We + 
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we continue our preathing , and do. 
Endeavour to ſettle Presbyterian Go= 
ernment according to Gods word. 

Ph. For your preaching | 
-earnefily defirg you may fincere- 
ly applie your ſelves to it, for 
that probably may do ſome 
good : but for your other fetches 
and devices they ſayour more of 


Politicks then Religion ſquared | 


by Gods word, 

Pr. Hhbat Palicie can there- be 
In ſetling the Presbyterian Govern- 
ment with the Claſſes aud Synods ?- 
we ſettle nothing but what we are 


willing likewiſe to ſubmit unto, axil.| 


to. be judged by as melt as the peo- 


Ph, Let: the Government be 
what it, will, ſo your. Livings 
eg eſtates may: be ſecured, its: 

no. great matter , if the Parla- 
mens pleaſe but: to declare that 


all your. Parifhes- are viſible | 


ny 2. that adhe may bold 
them. Uxtire: i. 'the. people be: 
i Inforced: 


eau © A AAQACISSNOCTTYIG 
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inforced to pay you all your 
Tithes , Oblations , obventi- 


ons, Mortuaries and other dues, 
you will be ſatisfied and wait 
for further Reformation when 
ic may ſtand with your konour 
and. profit. And upon that 
condition you will ſubmit to 
the preſent Government of the 


| Common-wealth, But it your 


intereſt in theſe things be inter 
rapted or in danger , you 
know no other way to ſecure 


| them but by ſerling this Go» 


vernment. And this is the 


| mark at which yon fhoot : take 


but a view of -thoſe places 
(your own Pariſh for one) 
where the' Elders are choſen, 


| do they ſerve for anie thing bue : 


Cyphers , or do you and they 
at anie thing towards Refors 
mation ', but meerly to this. 


. ed and-purpoſe ? 


Pr. I do confeſs if the Churches - 
were: equall er independemt,ſo there - 
were - 
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were Government,as well in Church as 


Common-wealth and other things In | 


order it might be well. And where the. 
Elders are choſen if- Reformation 
go not on,it 3s becauſe. the Elders re- 
fuſe to.a& or Joyne. with the Miniſter. 


Ph. 1 conteſs , I know ſome 
nominated for Elders. who make 
{cruple to Joyne with you in: 


your buſineſs , haply- becauſe 
they. have found, out your de- 
ccit, which is. meerly vo make 
a ſhew of Reformation., but 


your chief end is the ſecuring. 


your Livings. 


Pr. That is not the.cauſe of their 


refuſal, its becauſe the Parla- 
ment. doth not arme them- with 


power to. execute their Offi.es, and- 


compel] obedience to their injun(i= 


ons, 4s, us. fit far Eccleſiaſtical. 


Magiſtrates. 
hb. If your proceedings:were 


of God , you would not need- 


the ſecular. Power to compel to 


the 


_— 


obedjence. ſuch as. are within. 
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the Church ( and for thoſe 
which are without , you have 
nothing to do with them) 
The cenſures of the Church are 
Gods Ordinance for: that end, 
and are moſt effeftual. But for 
that compulſive power you 
ſpeak of , it ſavours of the Ty- 
rannie of Antichriſt , and ſo 
doth your-ticle of Eccleſiaſtical 
Magiſtrate : which - title Þ have 
not heard uſed by anie Ortho- 
dox Miniſter fince the Lord 
Biſhops thoſe Popiſh Ecclefia- 
ſtical Magiſtrates were caſhier-- 
ed, who were indeed neither 
Magiſtrates nor Miniſters, but 
like the Pope between both- 

- Pr. I confeſs the Elders - for- 
merly choſen ( ſome: years ſince ) 
in my- Pariſh bave refuſed to at to: 
my great grief. But now lately T 
my ſelf and the Church-wardens 
bave nominated others , and the 
Pariſh have aſſented to. the choice : 
and.. although. the- perſons choſen- 
wil 


| 
* 


gs Thos 


will xot take upon them the Office 
of the Elderſhip: yet they bave aſs 
> How to fone with me in debar= 
ring the (candalows and profane 
from the Lords Table , which is a 
chief point of Reformation , and I 
rejoice much in it. 

Ph. How did: you prevail to 
bring the buſineſs ſo far ? 

Pr. 1 bad found ſomesdifficultie 
init," but that at laſt T gave the 


heneft partie ( who beſt liked our- 


proceedings) good ſatisfattion;and ſo 


the choice was verie free and una=.. 


ainons, none oppoſing. | 

Ph, How was that poſhble, 
ſeeing all, the people within 
your Pariſh liked not of - your 
proceeding , how came it to 
paſs that none declared: again(d: 


' Pr. I do confeſs ſome few there. 
are its my Pariſh , whom I knew to: 
be of contrarie judgement , and ſome 


flick not. to. ſay owr proceedings ave-- 


Antichriſtian , aud have na foi 


ation 
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dation in the word of God , but. 
F took a cotrſe to bave all ſuch ab» 
ſent when the matter was debated, 
and at the. choice of thoſe Afi» 
ſtants, 

- Ph. What courſe did you 
take? I defire to know , for I 
have heard you cenfured for that 
buſineſs. - 

Pr. Firſt, T conferred with the. 
wealthieſk. , beſt, and: moſt leading 
men in my Pariſh before IT came 
ts: the choice , ſame in private and 
ſome in companie with others at 
ſeveral meetings , and gave them- 
ſatisfaftion , and. theſe I know! 
mould draw | the moſt of the com> 
men ſort : And for the reft whom I 
hnew 1 could not convince,. I warned. 
them pablickly in the Church 16+ 
abſent themſelves , and by meſſage* ©" ? 
privately. I deſired: ſuch as I thought” © 
would oppeſe to. forbear to binder ws- 
in that buſineſs. And by this means- 
and by. telling the. men-who were to 
be: choſen: ,. that they (bould p 


| aſſiſt mee in keeping the ſcandalous 
and ignorant from the Communion, 
and do nothing els, they  aſſented, 
and I hope whbll cheerfully - joyne 
with me in that work. 

Ph. Now do you think this 
38 a ſufficient Reformation? 
Pr. Itis aprincipal part thereof, 


we muſt wait untill we can bring -on 


the reſt... | 


Ph. It ſeems there your -pre-: 


tended Elders are no Elders, 


bat aſſiſtant , I am ſorrie you 


have ſhewed your ſelf. ſo bold, 
as to ſet up anew Office m your 
pretended Pariſh -. Church : 
ſhew me where ever anie man 
pretending to be a Miniſter of 
Chriſt by himſelf , or with 


two, three, or four more uſurp-' 
E + ed that power over a thoufand 
perſons, -as you and your new : 


faſhion Elders- if they be ruld 
by you intend to do.. I confeſs 
in: the Popiſh Congregations: 


ſame 


and. lately here: in.. Englayd . the” 


ſame was praiſed. T he Bi- 
ſhop or his Chancellour with 
a Presbyter or Miniſter did ex- 
communicate , or debar from 
the Sacrament , but in worſt 
times no man could be ſuſ- 
pended without a Prezsbyter 
joyning in that at. And the 
Church- Wardens which are yet 
In requeſt -were aſſiſtants to the 
Prieſt , as your new faſhion 
Elders are, and both alike 
| keep Chriſt out of his King- 
dom 2: and ſo moſt ſuitable to 
your Parith Churches, which 
are not fit- for. lawfull Elders, 
no more then they are capeable 
of lawful Miniſters, 

Pr, T have er:&ed no new Of- 
fice, but the ſame which the Scrip= 
ture. holds forth : only their power zz 
limited by mutual aſſent of them 
and the Miniſter. And for the ex 
erciſe of that power in keeping the 
ſcandalous and profane from the 
Sacrament , it # included within, 
and 
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and is part of their Office, Mat, 
18. 17. where the Church ſignifi- 
eth the CMinifters and Elders, 
who are the repreſentative Church : 
for the reſt its anſwered be- 
fore. | 

Ph, That queftion concern- 
ing the Church , I will not 
enter into , but leave it tothe 
learned , who have ſufhciently 
diſcuſſed it 3 But for my part 
Iam confident no ſuch conftru- 
ion can be made of that 
place : for the Church alwaies 
fignifieth the whole bodie, Mi- 
niſters and people , or the 
members diſtin from the Otf- 
ficers. 

Pr. This queftion being one of 
the principles upon which all the 
Controverſies between ws , and the 
Independents are founded , 1 
ſhall wholly wave you 3 you bave 
beard my opinion in publick 10 
wich T adhere, and fpall do untill T 


ſee better cauſe 10 alter my ale” 
f hs 
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Ph. Let that jpaſs, but what 
was the reaſon why you car- 
ried the buſineſs of chufing 
your pretended Elders, ſo clan- 
deſtinely and with ſuch polis 
cie, without hearing other mens 
opinions , who were of contra- 
riejudgment. 

Pr. To tell you the truth, T fecr- 
ed oppoſition and tbat the work may 
be hindered , and therefore T de 
fered to avoid all occaſions , and to 
carrie on the work as ſmoothly as I 
could, aud I am glad of it. 

Ph. Its a fign you think 
your mertal is naught, becauſe 
you fear the Touch-ſtone. The 
truth feeks no corners , but in 
light ſhines more clearly. 

Pr. The truth may have oppo= 
fition , and yet is the ſame ſtill. 
We fear nat the touchfone, but tbe 


fteiphts of men : who moſt oppoſe 


thoſe things which are beſt. 

Ph. It ſeems now you have 
your deſire , what proceedings 
tave 
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have you made towards Refor- 
mation, do your pretended El- 
ders att according to your 
minde, do you think they per- 
form their dutie. 

Pr. Yea truly, I bave mach 
comfort in them , and deubt not but 
we ſhall ſeparate the precious from 
tve vile, 'and yeſterday we made a 
verie hopeful beginning inſomuch 
as they undertooke to do-in joyning 
with me to keep the ſcandalous and 
profane from the Lords Table. _ 

Ph. What courſe did you take 
to make that ſeparation. 

Pr. The Elders refer it to me 
to examine all thoſe who-. were to 
communicate the week before they 
came to the Sacrament , and ac- 
cordingly IT publiſhed my intention, 
net to admit anie who did not come 
to the Church at the time appointed 
to be examined. And manie of my 
Pariſh can.e and (ubmitted them- 
ſelves to be examined according- 
Phe 
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Ph.' Your pretended Elders 
are verle conhdent : it ſeems 
they ſee with your eyes, and 
hear with your ears : But I pray 
you what did you finde by ex- 
amining thoſe' who came to 
you » and concerning what did 
you examine them ? 

Pr. I queſtioned thoſe whom T 


ſuſpefied to be ignorant about the 


greunds of Religion , and touchiug 
the nature of the Sacraments 3 and 
and for others whom T feared not, 
Tdid not examine them at all , al- 
though ſome of thoſe came to me , and 
others ſent in their names , and 1 
entred them all in a Book , as well 
ſuch as appeared as thoſe who ſent 
in their names, and did not ap- 
pear. 

"Ph, But did you all this your 
ſelf, I mean examine the peo- 
ple judicially in order to their 
admiſſion to , or ſuſpenlion trom 
the Lords Tablz, and that by 
the advice of your new Elders 
or 
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or aſſiſtants; ſurely herein they 
made you an abſolute Pope and 
ſole Judge of that which the 
Biſhops never allowed, nor do 
your Brethren of the Province 
of London approve thereof. - But 


was this all youdid ? 1 doe ſup- | 


poſe you and your Elders 
ſhould kave informed your ſelvs 
whether ſuch as intended to 
communicate had ſet up Chrift 
in thelr Families and places, in 
the exerciſes of Religion, and 
had ſhewed forth by theic con- 
verſations the ſigns of faith 


and Repentance , theſe things 


are neceſ{arie for all Communi- 
cants. 

Ph. For the lives of the Commus 
aicants they are better hnown to 0- 
thers then to me, and for my part 
T ſhall not take notice of them , but 
do deſire that thoſe who are privie to 
ſuch offences as may juſtly debar the 
receivers from the Sacrament will 
make it known to me, and T ſhall ac- 
quaint 
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| acquaint the Church, viz: the El- 


ders with it , and take their ad- 
vice what to do : And ſo ſhall I like- 
Wiſe crave their aſſiſtance in Tudiciall 
Examination for the futhre, 

Ph. It feems you go nofur- 
ther, but only to bring the. peo- 
ple to conform to your new Go- 
vernment : for I underſtand you 
had ſome of your Communi- 
cants were ſo verie ignorant that 
they could not tell you how 
manie Commandements there 
are : and others knew not what 
Faith was; and others anſwered 
as ignorantly : And yet the 
names of thele were taken by 
you, and they admitted to the 
Lords Table, and none were re- 
fuſed. | 

Pr. Its true , I confeſs TI found 
ſome ignorant , but wverie willing to 
conforme and receive inſtruction, and 
that gave me good hope of them : 
And therefore for the preſent leaſt I 


T ſhould diſcourage others, I — 
te 
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ted all that offered themſelves at 
the Table whoſe names 1 had before 
extred in -my Book : and divers 
others who were not of my Parifh 
came alſo to my Church to receive 
at the ſame time for the incourage- 
ment of others. ? 
Ph. Do you account this ſu- 
perficial dealing ſeparating the 
precious from the vile , when 
none are refuſed : It is juſt as 1 
expected it would be : this is but 
the Counterteit of Reformati- 
on , and much like the Refor. 
mation which manie in the 
Church of Rome would willing- 
ly have , for they have written 
divers Books tending to Re- 
forwation, ſo it might not de- 
molith the itately Fabrick of 
their pretend. d Church , but 
might rather poliſh ic by tak- 
ing away thoſ: things which 
all men crie ſham? of , and 
which do therefore indanger 
theic Church , th2 reforming ot 
which 
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which would give them more 
hope of the continuance of the 
old 1dolatrous Babel , which 
yct together with all your de- 
vices will ere long come to ru- 
ine, 

Pr. Notbing # perfe&f when its 
- [firſt brought forth , what ever you 
elthink , T conceive this to be a good © 
a [begining of Keformarion , and 1 
| [hope we ſhall proceed init , to more 
t [perfe F100. But touching the Refor- 
- [mation of the Church of Rome, I 
-. [never expect anie , they being ap- 
e pointed to deſtrucion. Theſe are 
= (but the diſcouragements of you and 
n ſothers who oppoſe the ſetting up of 
>= fall Government in the Church, 

2-| Ph. | have often told you, 
zf ” do not oppoſe all Govern- 
it [ment , we would only haye this 
;- [building demoliſhed , that a 
h jÞetter might be ſer up in the 
d [roome of it. 

er Pr. What courſe would you have 
fo 
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for preaciing, the Goſpel , if the 
preſent Miniſterie ſhould be removed, 
aud the Churches disbanded. 

Ph. Without doubt the Par- 
liament ſceth how that may be 
provided for. For my part I 
With that all the Pariſhes were 
dillolved as to the matters of | 
the Church , and all the Tithes 
belonging to the late Biſhops, 
Arch- Biſhops , Deans and 
Chapters, Donatives, Parſons, 
and Vicars were releafed , or 
ſold at a reaſonable rate to the 
owners of the Lands out of 
which they ariſe. And theſe 
probably without anie addition 
may raiſe-a ſuthcient revenue 
for maintenance of a godly and 
able Miniſterie , through this 
whole Common-wealth , to 
preach the Gotpel to all who 
will hear the word of God. 
And all who ſhall be found wor- 
thie may be imployed. 


, Pr. 
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Pr. That will this conduce for 
Reformation £ 

Ph. By this means this plant 
C1 meane this Popiſh Order ot 
Miniſterie, who unjuftlie uſurp 
authoritie over the bodies, ſouls 
and States of men calling them 
their Churches , their Pariſhes, 
their flock , their ſheep and their 
Tithes , as it all were thcirs 
nothing, Chrilts) not being of 
the planting of our heavenly 
Father , will be plucked up, 
which being removed the faith- 
fall will have libertie and op- 
portunitie- to ſeparate them- 
ſelvs trom the wicked and pro- 
fane , and be pathered unto 
Chriit under true Paſlors and 
Church- Otticers, who will lead 
them in the pathcs of righte- 
ouineis and truth , where being 
alociated together in Church- 
tellowſhip' they will be more 
retorm:d then ever can be ex- 
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peed from anie companie in anie 
Pari(ſh-Congregation. 

Pr. Well, 1 now fully perceive 
wyat your intent as : in a word, 
you ſet your ſelf to caſt contempt up= 
on our learned and reverend Cler- 


gie , and to take from them their 


double honour both of reverence and 
maintenance 5 and to bring them 
as low as the ſtipendarie Clergie 
of Germanie. And T ſee no bope 
if your amendment : 1 will theres 
ore ſpend- no more time with you : 
yet I doubt not but we ſhall hold our 
Parſonapes aud Church-Livings as 


formerly we have done» And if 


ſome will needs ſeparate , let not 
that binder us of our Tithes and 
profits, and then let them run af- 
ter what new Teachers they pleaſe : 
If they run from us we are diſ- 
charged of that care, which we ſhould 
otherwiſe have of them. 

Ph. Sir, it may be before you 
and I meet again , you may 
wheel 
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wheel about and change your 
minde as you and fome others 
el have done alreadie : Remem- 
zr what I ſay , and ſo fare 
- | you well. 


Poſtſcript. 
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TY Eader- thon maieſt 
[LV perceive by ſome 
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paſlages in this Dia- 
# logue , that the ſame 
S was | written ſome 
| moneths (if not years) 
fince : which is wue, 
and the Author was re- 
y ſolved ( finding it dif- 
i ficult ro get it paſs the 
| Prefle) co burie it in ob- 
{ livion : Hoping alſo 

I 4 that 


" Poſtſeript, 
that the pretended Cler: { 


gie of the ' Land wonld 
have : jconfidered, their 
Waies, and been wile : 
But, finding the. follie of 
ſome of them through 
their Pride: and Cove- 
touſneſs. to grow into 
madnels this Meſlen- 
0 ger is fan; ro the Heir 
| Way; farewell. . £ 
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